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Abstract

The object of the study is to give readers a glims of Alka Milat Habtie, one of
the EOTC well-known scholars. The live of Aleka Milat simply shows how the
Church has been consistently producing influencial scholars who have brought
innovative ideas to the institution and the country as well. His bibliogaphy was
written in a fragmented form by few scholars such as Tsehafie Tiezaz Gebre
Sellase Wolde Argay, Hiruy Wolde Sellase, Lema Hailu, Admasu Jembre, Krapf,
Sirgew Hable sillase and others. Aleka Milat started his religious education in
his native place and expanded it to different places Aleqa Lema Hailu says that
even though Aleqa Milat learned Zema, qine and the four interpretation books,
he had a special love for gine. That was why I was motivated to study about
him. Because, I believe, studying educated and influencial scholars like him may
benefit new and young Christian scholars, both interms of their religious career
and personal humble life. The source of the study is mainly secondary. Data
have been collected from chronicles, travelles of European explorers and other
sources. There are two reasons why my sources of information are only archives.
The first reason is that I was unable to find informants and respondents who knew
the scholar. The second reason is that even though I knew the availability of
considerable information at Ankober Michael Church, where he taught for many
years. Yet I could not rich the place because of security reasons. The findings
show how influencial he was and how big his contribution to the Church was in

terms of his teachings and personal life.

Key words — biography, scholar, Ankober, EOTC, contribution.
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In studying Patrology, we face two integral systems: one the scientific

system, which the West adopts: Scholars are interested in publishing




the texts of the Patristic literature in a scientific accurate translation
to modern languages, criticizing them and studying their doctrines and
thoughts: theological, ascetic, spiritual, biblical, etc. two the spiritual
system, which the East adopts: The Eastern churches are interested in
enjoying the richness of the Fathers’ spirituality, by penetrating the
depth of the texts and putting them to practice within the church life.
These two systems are inseparable, for they are integral. The scientific
system helps to establish sound basics, and the spiritual system transfers

the texts into life and practice.
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“August 1 1839 since I was in the Church of st. George several priests
have visited us to talk about religious subjects. Indeed, most of the
persons who have come to us for that purpose are of that Church, the
reason of which may be, that half a year ago, Alaca Milat was dismissed
by the king in consequence of the disputes about the second and third
births of Christ. The people st. George believe in two births”
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“Although in the year 1840 a royal ordinance had deposed all priests
who did not believe in the three births, yet it was only on the 24"
November, 1841, that the victorious party was able to put the ordinance
in execusion against its rivals. Amid song and Acclamation, the zealots
rushed in to the Churches and purified them from the presence of the
heretics, among whom were many upright men, such as Alaca melat,
Wolda Hana, and others, with whom I had been on the friendliest
footing. The victories party pressed for a more rigid veneration of the

virigin Mary and of the Saints
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Aleka Wolde Hana, whom the missionaries had found reading st John
Chrysostom with Aleka Milat when they paid a visit to his house, now
asked them teach him English.The son of Aleka Wolde Serat desired to
learn Geography, Like his father. Debtra Habte Selassie applied for
teaching in Hebrew, and as he made rapid progress, Aleka Wolde Hana
also wanted to learn it. The Kings painter came to see the picture books

of the missionaries.
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