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Preface

The 9th volume of the Journal of Ethiopian Church Studies published by the
Research Center of Mahibere Kiduan has been published through the tireless

efforts of the writers and editors. Congratulations to all of us!

This volume, like the previous ones, contains a total of six articles, three of which
are written in Amharic and three of which are in English. The articles present
analyses of the life of church scholars, the life of students in the church, and inter-

and intra-religious conflicts in the context of EOTC.

The first article presents the life history of Alaka Milat Mheriet, who was born in
the 18th century and was influential in church education in the 19th century. The
article shows not only the life of Alaka Milat in the church, but also his journey
to become the king’s advisor in the palace. Hence, the article presents the life of
the church fathers in light of his life.

The second article is about students studying in the educational system of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahdo Church. The article provides a comprehensive
analysis based on folkloric/cultural research on the unique life experiences of the
students, who are commonly called ydk’olo tdmari, based on field observations
and interview data. Among the main issues raised are why the students beg for
their food, and how the students’ lives can be considered as an independent
cultural folk group or community.

The third article presents, in detail, the role and special impact of principles that
promote spiritual and physical well-being, such as fasting, prayer, forgiveness
and community participation, which are the assets of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church, in health - especially in preventing non-communicable
diseases. The article analyzes the contribution of these principles from the

perspective of nutrition, physical activity, psychology and sociological fields of
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study and brings to the readers the contribution of the Church to the betterment

of social and personal life.

The fourth and fifth articles focus on conflicts. The fourth study is focused on
identifying and analyzing the nature, causes and actors of conflict due to religious
nationalism. This research, using a descriptive research method and based on the
conflicts in the Wiliso area, presents its analysis and puts forward the recommen-
dations of what the church should do in the future. The fifth article also provides
details of the types and causes for conflicts within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewa-
hedo Church between different parish churches and between parish churches and
the administration of the church’s diocese and center. The article outlines the
different mechanisms that EOTC uses to resolve suh conflicts and recommends

further actions to prevent future conflicts.

The sixth article deals with the book “Zikrd Qidisat Anist Zatdwahido-1" compiled
by Abu Sayfin Women’s Unity Monastery and translated by Azeb Bdrhe. The article
explores the book chapter by chapter and presents the strengths and weaknesses of
the book. The review prents the importance of the book as the history of the female

saints would serve as a lesson for the present and future generations.

We would like to express our gratitude to the authors, who contributed their arti-
cles and tirelessly answered a series of questions for correction and clarification,
and made the publication of this volume with the current state of the articles a
reality. We also extend our gratitude to the experts who reviewed the articles and
gave constructive comments. The journal would not have been published without
your contribution. Finally,we invite readers to submit your manuscripts for pub-

lication in the upcoming issues.
Thank you!

Derib Ado, PhD

Editor-in-chief of JECS
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