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Preface

The eighth issue of the Journal of Ethiopian Church Studies is now available for
readers, and Mahibere Kidusan is excited to present it to its esteemed readers.
This issue features a diverse range of scholarly works, including five articles
and a book review that delve into various aspects of Ethiopian Church Studies.
The contributions in this issue cover a wide array of topics related to Ethiopian
church studies, offering valuable insights and perspectives that contribute to the

rich tapestry of knowledge in this field.

Among the three articles in Amharic, the first one focuses on the process of
parchment making in EOTC tradition by taking a case study of Este Woreda.
The article does not only present the processes of parchment making but also
shows the cultural, historical, and religious dimensions of it. The second article
is concerned with the role of folklore in promoting monasteries and holy places
in the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church. This study reviews previous
folklore studies that focused on different aspects of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo church and presents evidence of how folklore studies help in better
understanding the rituals, attires, sacred objects and histories of monasteries as
well as other holy places. The third article in Amharic is a novel presentation of
the science of analyzing minerals that are of religious and historical significance.
These minerals are mainly found in museums and archives, and most of them are
owned and/or contributed by the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church.

The fourth article, which is written in English, presents the role of the Inter-
Religious Council of Ethiopia in a post-conflict setting. The article introduces
the immense role of religious organizations in promoting peaceful coexistence of
the believers of different religions. The fifth article presents Trinitarian Concept

of Ecclesiology in the Writings of St. Yared by taking the Book of Diggva as
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evidence. The article delves into the dogmatic concept as understood by the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church and as supported by evidence from the Book of Digg“a,
the Holy Bible and Church Fathers.

This issue also adds a book review of Sodomites and the Wage of Sin, which
is written by his eminence Abune Samu'el. Unlike previous book reviews that
focused on the analysis of the book by the reviewers, this book review tries
to understand the rationale and intention of the author by interviewing His
Eminence Abunid Samu’el. The review presents a chapter-by-chapter analysis

and overall assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of the book.

Mahibere Kidusan is grateful to the authors, reviewers, and editorial team for
their dedication and hard work in bringing this volume to fruition. We are also
indebted to everyone who has been involved in the process of publication and
made this volume a reality. It is through our collective efforts that we can continue
our mission of advancing scholarship in Ethiopian Church Studies. Mahibere
Kidusan hopes that this issue will serve as a valuable resource for researchers,
scholars, and enthusiasts alike, and we look forward to the continued growth and

success of the Journal of Ethiopian Church Studies.

I would like to exploit this unique opportunity on the behalf of Mahbere Kidusan
Research Centre to invite church fathers, scholars, researchers and students to

contribute their manuscripts to our next issue of JECS No. 9.
Thank You!
Derb Ado, PhD

Editor-in-Chief
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