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Trinitarian Concept of Ecclesiology in the Writings of St. Yared:
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1. Introduction

Even though the liturgist and hymnographer St. Yared is well-known mostly
for his spiritual hymnody (Brita, 2014), he can also be greatly called a founder
of a holistic approach of theology in the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church
(EOTC). St. Yared is a saint theologian of EOTC, role model for EOTC
theologians, who has his own theological approach. His theological approach
is holistic and mystical contrary to the Western theological approach, which
is a philosophical, academic, abstract and systematic approach to theology.
In addition to his liturgical theology, which is the heart of Orthodox Church
Theology, the writings of St. Yared are rich in the concepts of Ecclesiology.
Ecclesiology, though difficult to define (Florovsky, 1972), is the doctrine of the
nature of the Church which is one among several doctrines of theology that
are submerged and hidden in the liturgical books of St. Yared. It is the center
of Christianity and is connected with different themes of theology, namely,
the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity, Christology, Pneumatology and other related
doctrines of the Orthodox Church. Ecclesiology has become, especially since
the 19" century, one separate area of theology that deals with the doctrine of the
church. However, there was no fully developed doctrine of the church during
the time of the Early Church Fathers since the concern of the church fathers
was apologetic works for both the internal and external pressures and conflicts

connected to the Jewish and pagan influences.

Needless to say, it is possible to mention the Orthodox Church’s ecclesiological

concept of St. Ignatius of Antioch written on this issue (Schaf, 1885). The fourth
century work on the church which was entitled ‘On the Unity of the Church’,
that was written by the Cyprian bishop of Carthage. Even though this book
was a response to schisms in the church, it is the second witness of writing on
the doctrine of the Church. The time of the Church Fathers was generally the

years of theological controversy and divisions in the Church and, consequently,
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ecclesiology was not a dominant theme at that time. For example, we never
get separate ecclesiological studies of the church scholars such as Origen, and
the early church Fathers like St. Basil of Caesarea, St. Athanasius, St. John
Chrysostom, St. Cyril of Alexandria and other Church Fathers, who were the
pioneers in the formulation of the doctrines of the Church. However, it does not
mean that the early Church Fathers never raised ecclesiological issues, for their
works say much about ecclesiological doctrines holistically. As such, on the one
hand, because of his liturgical based works, on the other hand by the reason
of his holistic theological approach, St. Yared never separately developed the
doctrine of the Church even though his works are strongly rich in ecclesiological

concepts.

In the history of the Church, different perspectives regarding the doctrine of the
Church, such as ecclesiology are raised. At least up to the second Vatican, The
Catholic Church believes that the Church is established and led by Jesus Christ
at the expense of the Holy Spirit. This Catholic Church doctrine of the church
is Christo-Centric Ecclesiology which sees the church as the institutional level.
Protestantism, on the other hand, focuses on pneumatological ecclesiology,
which sees the church as a historical community whose role model is Christ. The
Eastern Orthodox Church has had Spirit-centered ecclesiology but is different
from Protestant pneumatological oriented ecclesiology in the absence of Christ.
It seems that nowadays, however, the Eastern Orthodox Church tries to balance

the economy of the Holy Trinity in its doctrine of the church.

The paper argues that the ecclesiological concept of St. Yared is Trinitarian which
is similar to biblical and St. Basil’s understanding of the church. This Trinitarian
founded ecclesiological concept of St. Yared differs from the approach of Eastern
Orthodox Church ecclesiology even though it shows a fluctuating perspective
in modern theology, which gives much emphasis to the economy of the Holy
Spirit, even if it is completely different from the Protestant ecclesiology that

sees the church as a social community which has Christ as its role model. As
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the paper shows, St. Yared’s ecclesiology, on the contrary, is Trinitarian-based
which considers the economy of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit in the
establishment and leading of the church. The Trinitarian approach to ecclesiology
is not new; it is seen in St. Basil’s ecclesiology (Druzhinina, 2015). Even though
it might have some differences, this Trinitarian approach to ecclesiology was also
approached by modern Eastern Orthodox theologians like Dumitru Staniloae
(Manastieanu, 2012) and John Zizioulas (Zizioulas, 1985).

The present study is particularly relevant as it attempts to focus on an under-
researched and increasingly important area of Yaredian theology, namely
Trinitarian Ecclesiology. In past views, hymn and liturgy have enjoyed, and
rightly so, the place of privilege; books of St. Yared are Liturgical Texts. However,
the emphasis on liturgy should not prevent us from appreciating other Yaredian
themes of Theology. Accordingly, this study presents that ecclesiology is, which
is Holy Trinity based, [ Yared’s major concern] and not just an incidental thought.
Therefore, the current study tries to explore ecclesiology is an important theme in
the writings of St. Yared. Once it is established that ecclesiology is an important
Yaredian theme, the concern is the essence of Yaredian Trinitarian ecclesiology

in relation to Biblical and Church Fathers’ Ecclesiology.

2. St. Yared’s theology in recent scholarship

Even though St. Yared expounds Orthodox Theology, unfortunately, he is not
well-known for his deep and profound theology both by indigenous and universal
scholars Tedros (2009, pp. 335-336) strengthens the argument stating:

“While paying tribute to what has been done until now, it cannot
be denied that scientific studies of Yaredian writings are still at an
embryonic stage. Useful as they may be, descriptive accounts, or works
of compilation are not sufficient. A critical analysis of the texts aimed
at recognizing and isolating the various threads of the Yaredian texture

is long overdue”.
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Since the books were produced in Go’'az, which is a classical language in
Ethiopia, the language barrier could be one major factor for the claim. In addition
to this, the writing style of parchment calligraphy by itself contributes its part.
Concerning this factor, Tedros (2009, p. 336) further states:

“The larger part of the Yaredian corpus exists in offset reproductions
from manuscripts which until very recently were in handwritten
characters, so small that they were far from encouraging to read. This
might be one of the possible “reasons” the shortage of scientific studies,

based on a direct dialogue with the texts of Yared”.

Needless to say, there are some philological and theological studies (Belay, 2011;
Berhanu, 2012) conducted on the works of St. Yared even though the studies are
not as detailed as expected. To mention some theological works, Haddis (1999)
and Abera (2010) compare the relationship between the works of St. Yared and
the Bible thematically. The aim of these researchers was not to extract theological
approaches and values that exist in the writings of St. Yared; rather they simply
tried to identify whether there is an analogy between the Holy Scripture and the
Books of St. Yared. Other studies conducted on the writings of the theologian St.
Yared are Hawaz (2010), Zeradawit (2010), and Tsehaye (2016) and Andualem
(2019). There is also a Christological study on the writing of St. Yared by
Zeradawit (2010). These three studies focus directly on the doctrinal teachings,
Soteriology and Christology, of St. Yared. There are, however, rare or otherwise
no studies conducted on the ecclesiological concepts in the writings of St. Yared.

The current study is aimed at filling some part of this gap.

3. God the Holy Trinity and creation

For acquiring a proper understanding of St. Yared’s Trinitarian based ecclesiology,
a good point to start is considering his view on the beginning of the human race
and the very foundation of the world. According to his several classic works,

St. Yared believes and shows a Trinitarian way of creation. He teaches that the
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whole Holy Trinity was involved in this process. The human race and the very
foundation of the world were created through the initiative of God the Trinity.
According to the author, the Church is the divine community created by the Holy
Triune God during the time of creation. This Church, insists St. Yared, departed
from Her Creator, God. As God the Holy Trinity created the Church with other
creations in the beginning, He also wanted to restore the Church to Her former
manner. For this purpose, God the Son became Man, by the will of the Holy
Trinity, and restored or recreated the Church in His Precious Blood. Therefore,
the life of the Church is connected with the works of the Holy Trinity.

St.Yared believes that there exist three Persons in the Triune God. These three
distinct hypostases have one Ousia (essence), which can sometimes be referred
to as Godhead, which is the base of the unity for the three distinct Persons in
the Holy Trinity. The three Persons have Fatherhood, Sonship, and Proceeding

relationships among them, as St. Yared states briefly the relationship below:
Oflch-: Ah
Olch-: AHOALN
Ochh: AHWLA: AZ°Alkh: HO4-2: °NA U @9 0Ah
Praise deserves for you [the Son],
Praise deserves for one [Father] who begot you,

Praise deserves for one (Holy Spirit] who proceeded from your Father, who
is equal with him and you (Henok, 2005, p.123).

As shown in the above text, St. Yared describes the three hypostases of the
Trinity as God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. The Son is
begotten from the Father; and the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father. These
are the characteristics of the Persons as St. Yared states. Even though God the
Father begets God the Son, He does not excel from His Son, God the Son,

since this Fatherhood and Son-ship relation is completely different, which is
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unexplainable by human intellect, from the human beings of fatherhood and son-
ship relationships. This is eternal Fatherhood and Son-ship relationships; no one
can comprehend except Him. Believing and stating the Existence of the Triune
God, St. Yared proceeds to inform us that this God the Trinity creates the entire

world, which is seen or hidden without the involvement of anybody.

St. Yared states that no one was with God while He was creating the world.
In the history of the Church, there were some individuals who taught that first
God created some creatures, especially angels, and those creatures created
the remained creatures. According to this teaching, God did not create all the
creatures that are seen or unseen, physical or spiritual. On the contrary to this
heretic, St. Yared confirms, as the Orthodox Church teaching that God alone
created the entire world, both physical and spiritual. He never discussed with
any creator about the creatures. He never also provided any responsibility for
any creator to get involved in the creating process. Regarding this issue, the

author states as follows:

‘hao: R4 T AMaNNC: A°SC: ARIEP: ANTTL: OAA4TInG: 7°0A:
avAAntU-- While He (God) was creating the earth, He did not tell the heaven
(Heavenly Creatures), and He did not discuss with His Angels” (The book of
Digg»a of St. Yared, 2008, pp. 53). When St. Yared says God creates the heaven
and earth, he is talking about God the Holy Trinity for God is one, and at the
same time Three, which is unique and mysterious as the adjective ‘Holy’, when
added to the Trinity, refers to this uniqueness and mysterious Being. Accordingly,
St. Yared confirms that the world is the creation of God the Holy Trinity; the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit participated equally in creation. The word
God indicates the Three Hypostasis of Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
“ach @-ak AMANNC AN OOAL ®avidh P80 God is one, namely
Father, and Son, and Holy Spirit” (The book of Digg“a of St. Yared, 2008, p.180).

We get such a similar expression in one of the Orthodox Church Fathers, St.
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Basil Trinitarian doctrine: A70 AN AN A7HANAC ANAN AT ANl OOAE
@mav34.0 P50-When I say God, I am saying about the Father, and the Son, and
the Holy Spirit (Faith of the fathers, 1986, p. 420).

Sometimes, St. Yared mentions each Person of the Holy Trinity, individually, in
creation. This is because Persons exist with one another. When there is the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit are also there. When there is the Son, there are also
the Father and the Holy Spirit; and when there is the Holy Spirit, there are also
the Father and the Son. As the church is the part of God’s created order, St. Yared
provides much emphasis on the creation of man and his relation with God. All
creatures except man were created by the order of God, and none of them had
the image of God as we were informed by Moses in his first book, the Book of
Genesis. Being distinguished from any creatures, man was created by the Hand
of God. Adam, the father of human beings, was created uniquely, confirms St.
Yared, because in addition to God creating him in His image and likeness, He
breathed the spirit of life in him. Alluding to the book of Genesis (Gen. 1:26)%
St. Yared states how the human being, namely, the church, was created in the
image and likeness of God from the beginning. “Achi: AASBI®: NHH.AU-: AChL:
DA AN: @19h: AdA U~ aoFd.0: ch@m-T:: He [God the Holy Trinity] created
Adam in His image and likeness. And He breathed the spirit of life on him” (The
book of Digg»a of St. Yared, 2008, p. 46; Gen. 2:7).

St. Yared calls the Old Testament community of human beings the church.
When the author writes about the Jewish people and Jesus Christ, the Jewish
community was called the church. This name of the church was applied to the
human community before the crucifixion of Jesus Christ even though Jesus
Christ was incarnated: “ACch-: (b ACHAEL7: 10 chin: @ FLde: A
ncot0: oSnA: A7 An7he: h.fU-:The church shouted to John, and she said

2 All subsequent references of the books from the Holy Bible refer to The Holy Bible. (2000).
King James Version (KJV). Texas: National Publishing Company. This Version of KJV is the
direct printing of the KJV 1611’s version.
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to him, are you Christ? And he answered for her I am not him” (The book of
Digg»a, 1998, pp.1). The above text, as St. Yared writes, indicates that the history
of the church starts even before the incarnation. The origin of the church, as a
human community with relation to God, has a long time span and starts from the
beginning of creatures. This long history, with regard to the birth of the church, is
not common since most theologians focus on the church, which is recreated by the
Blood of Jesus Christ in the Calvary. Even though rejected by the church fathers,
some Alexandrian theologians such as Clement of Alexandria and Origen teach
that the origin of the church preexisted the creatures (Zizioulas, 2009, p.126),
which is equal to the eternal existence of the church. Zizioulas, a modern Eastern
Orthodox Church theologian, believes that the origin of the church starts with
the calling of Abraham (Zizioulas, 2009, p.126); this perspective of Zizioulas,
however, has its own shortcomings concerning the origin of the church, since it

ignores the first communities outside the church.

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church liturgy supports the idea of St. Yared by claiming
that the origin of the church starts at least since Melchizedek. We find this idea in
the EOTC liturgical book which is always read by the priests during anaphoric
ceremony: “A7H.aNdhC: &N910h: hde: HAAAh: @LTOhe: oo Poth:
@+-CO'1h: hov: oo Phb: ovpn ALP: OACT OHICLH: hust:
nco-tfr: ANC::Let God hear you all that you prayed; and let him receive
your gift and sacrifice like the gift of Melchizedek, Zechariah and Aaron who
are the priests of the church of the Lord” (The Book of Anaphora, 1993, p. 40).

As already shown above, according to the EOTC Liturgical book, the three well-
known Old Testament priests, Melchizedek, Zechariah and Aaron, are named the
priests of the church. The so called eternal priest of the Most High God (Heb. 7:
1-3) was before the establishment the Orit Law which states the laws of priests
and sacrifice. However, it does not mean that the priesthood of the Old and New
Testaments are similar. At the same time, the being and order of the sacrifices are

different without a doubt. What makes them the church is that there was a human
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being community in which God dwells. This community of God’s people, the
church, is completely different from any other secular community in which God

does not dwell.

The ultimate goal of human being is to enter into personal relationships with
God, to be in communion with Him, and to become like God since man is created
in the image and likeness of God. Unfortunately, Adam and Eve, the first human
beings, broke the order and instruction of God given to them in the beginning.
As a result of this destruction, they failed to live with God; in turn, God no
more dwelt in them. The image of God in them became corrupted and could
not transform into the likeness of God, even though God never abandoned them
completely. Adam and Eve came away from paradise, which can be considered
as the church, where God dwells with them. Because they disobeyed God, Adam
and Eve, considered as the first church, were banned from living in paradise.
They missed both God and paradise®, which can be compared with death. God
is life and no life is except Him. It is due to this reason that it is said that Adam
died at the moment of his eating the tree of knowledge, breaking the order of
God the Trinity. St. Yared confirms this death of Adam particularly and human
beings generally as a result of Adam’s disobedience: “14. T4 A%/7°: AN N-AY:
O @Fch'L: ooP T Adoo: ACHTO: FAPA: Ochoo: NATEAT: Ahoo:
alA-: 7h': Adam, our father, was created and died; we also became dead. For
Christ was crucified and suffered on behalf of us since we are His Body” (The
book of Digg»a, 1998, p. 311).

Both physical and spiritual death entered the world due to the alienation of the
first humans, Adam and Eve, from God. This death reaches all the descendants of
Adam, up to Jesus Christ. God the Trinity became willing to save human beings,
and God the Son became incarnate by the will of Holy Trinity. As death came to

the world through the first Adam, salvation came to the world through the second

3 EOTC scholars put this condition as: A%9°G dwP? +aHH ATHANNCT Noo-tANGT @
N0 AMANRCT PUA 13F 1117 PUN NF havi:
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Adam, Jesus Christ. St. Yared states that as the church was failed by the first
Adam, she is again reconstructed through Jesus Christ, participating all Persons
of the Holy Trinity. Christology and ecclesiology, according to St. Yared, have
a direct relationship, and this is the reason why St. Yared states the doctrine of
Christology with ecclesiology. “@hav: a1 789°: WA Fao@-T: ®OhTU-:
NA7H: aCh+0: 0N\ 1h%:: And as our father, Adam, we all will die; and we
all will be saved on behalf Christ” (The book of Digg*a, 1998, p. 303).

St. Yared writes that the creatures were created by the full economy of the Holy
Trinity. Human beings, as part of the creatures, were created by the Holy Trinity
in the image and likeness of the Triune God, which provides greater value for
humanity than any other creatures, even including angels since no one was
created in the image and likeness of God as was stated by St. Yared alluding
from the book of Genesis. The prestigious creature, man, failed to succeed in his
journey. In other words, human beings could not reach the destiny that the Triune
God prepared for them. Even though humans broke their final life destination,
their purpose of being created, that God plans for them, He does not want to
abandon them completely forever. As a result, God the Holy Trinity decides
to recover their goal of life, why He created them in the beginning. He then
plans to recreate them, the church. As God the Holy Trinity created the humans
during the time of creation, He recreated or restored the church during the New

Testament.

In the next section, I will proceed to how the Holy Trinity reestablishes the
church, community of human beings, as St. Yared writes in his famous liturgical
books.

3.1 Holy Trinity and the Restored Church

The undeveloped church, the church in the Old Testament, started to be
reconstituted by the Holy Trinity at the moment of the Immaculate Conception
of God the Word from the Holy and Virgin Mary. At this divine moment, the
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nature of man, as a whole, became God and sat on the Throne of Holy Trinity,
and received Divine praise from angels and human beings, and from all creatures.
As the nature of man (humanity) became the Son of God in essence (Ousia), the
church became the son of God in grace (John 1: 12), the nature of human beings
is recreated, renewed, and rebuilt. Regarding this issue, St. Athanasius says that
“God became man so that man will become God” (Athanasius, 373). One oriental
church theologian states the relationship between the Eternal Sonship of God the
Son and the sonship of the church in grace: “The Beloved is the Only-Begotten
Son but we are called to share this sonship with the Unique Son, the Incarnate
Son of God who is also Son of Man now. This is our being, our new nature, our
anthropology, this sharing in the sonship of God which the Eternal Logos has
from eternity and which He has now fulfilled as Son of Man in the Incarnation,

and in which we share” (Gregorios, 1992, p. 96).

It can be stated that the re-establishment of the church has begun from this divine
act, at least from three ways. Firstly, Holy and Virgin Mary is the first church
because of different reasons. The Triune God dwelt upon her and He is with her.
She was also filled with the grace of God completely (Luke 1: 28). She has been
provided with all graces, for God is with her, what the church will receive during
her journey. The head of the church, Jesus Christ, became a man from the Virgin
Mary; she is, therefore, the first church that was established by God the Trinity.
Mary is not only the first church but also the mother of the church. Virgin Mary
is also the prototype of the Church.

Secondly, the blood and flesh of the incarnated God, the foundation and life
of the church, is from the incarnated God, Jesus Christ. It is at this moment of
the incarnation of God the Word from Holy and Virgin Mary that the life and
foundation of the church which is Eucharist is set up; and the life of the church
started by the involvement of the Holy Trinity from the womb of Virgin Mary.
The church was, therefore, conceived at the moment of incarnation, and born

from the side of Jesus Christ at Calvary. She grew by the grace of Holy Spirit.
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Thirdly, as St. Yared repeatedly states, the church is salvation and no salvation
occurs without the church. As a whole, the nature of man became God in essence
which is more than salvation, since being God is without comparison greater than
union with God in grace through the church. The church fathers teach that the
salvation of human beings, individually, starts at the moment of the conception
of God the Word from the Virgin Mary. The inherited sin was being transmitted
from mothers to the children since the fall of Adam, at the moment of conception
from the womb of the mothers, is now destroyed and can be considered as the
first act of salvation, by the conception of God the Word from Virgin Mary.
Incarnation is the cause and the baseline for the life of the recreated church. It is
by the will of the Holy Trinity that incarnation is accomplished for the fact that
there is one will in the Triune God. St. Ephrem confirms this idea stating “Ahao:
04 P5: ONPIlt: alkU-: @avréN: P50 avRh: OAL 111 Because of the
Will of His and of His Father and Holy Spirit He came and saved us” (Everyday
Prayer, Praise of Saint Mary with Gate of Light, 2001, p. 18)*.

During this divine act, Conception of God the Word, the three Persons of the
Triune God were actively involved. Concerning this event, Evangelist Luke
states as follows: “@am@-#7h: aofhh: OLNA: ooFb0: ATHANRC: PS5O
LaoRh: AdAN: @184 AOAN: LAAN: OHL: LTOAL: A°Bh.: PS0O:
oAk @LNhavl: MAL: AM.AaNKC: AO-A: The angel said to her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore, the child to be born of you will be holy; he will be called Son of
God” (Luke 1: 35).

As shown in the above biblical text, the three Persons of the Holy Trinity got
involved even though it is for different purposes, during the conception of God
the Word in the Virgin Mary. The Name of God the Holy Spirit is explicitly
mentioned as ‘Holy Spirit’, and the Name of God the Father is written implicitly
as the ‘Most High’, and finally the Name of the incarnated God the Word is

4 See Wuddase Mariyam Zisilus.
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mentioned explicitly as the ‘Son of God’ and implicitly the Power of the Most
High. St. Yared confirms the indwelling of the Persons of the Holy Trinity in the
womb of St. Mary during the incarnation of God the Word. “?1C£9°: &7771é\:
Thav@n: 2900 afl: @774 OAL: OIPAAN: avFdN: PS0: The Virgin
Mary was named as the Will of the Father, and the indwelling of the Son, and
the overshadow of the Holy Spirit® (Everyday Prayer, Praise of Saint Mary with
Gate of Light, 2001, pp. 53)°.” The role of the involvement of the Persons of
the Holy Trinity in the Incarnation-which is the conceiving day of the church, is
stated briefly and explicitly by EOTC scholars as follow: “afl AAR72: @A
ALONAE gvih N P8O ALTRDT Naoo3T7 T9h07 0L4: The Persons of

> Angis’4 Birhan is claimed to be written by St. Yared. It is an additional homily of St. Yared
besides the five Liturgical books which are well-known by many scholars and historians. This
homily of St. Yared is rich in several Christological issues, including how God the Word be-
came incarnated from St. Mary by the Economy of God the Holy Trinity. In addition to this,
it embraces Trinitarian, Ecclesiological, and Mariological concepts which can provide extra
nowledge from his famous writings.

®See the section Anqis’é Birhan.
7 The term “AA?A ch- to sanctify” does not show that St. Mary did any sin, before her Conception, which

should be destroyed, neither original sin nor individual sin. However, it signifies that the Holy Spirit adds
different graces to her as the Ge’ez Bible (Luke 1: 28) says ‘I°Ao-1~ A,2-full of grace’, and among several
graces given to the Virgin Mary is to conceive God the Word, which cannot be compared with any other
grace given to the creatures. This grace makes St. Mary ‘@o-tch-* &M avdNONT Gm-¢-7: under the
Creator but above the creatures’. In addition to dispensing of several graces, the EOTC Bible exegetes
while they are interpreting the ‘Praise of St Mary’, quoting from (the Book of the faith of the fathers, 1986,
110) confirm that God the Son prevented the Virgin Mary from the actions of male and female while she
conceived Him. For the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are one in the action of ousia enabling and
sanctifying of St. Mary is the economy of the Holy Trinity, now it is given to the Son: “1&A A0 MAL
hPtk Me-F hahATi: hHCA héhl hAdAt L7706 @adk0 Thch A wAadd: et
Ho-Afao- HCO @500 @ONOA+ L770G AA 49T N63NATeh LD AT+ Nav-; The Power
of the Most High, the Son, prevented you from the three actions which are semen, sex and loss of virginity.
He, the incarnated God the Word, is chastity from three actions: semen, sex and loss of virginity which
are known and prepared for human beings” (Exegesis of the Praise of St. Mary which is prayed on the
Wednesday). Regarding this, St. Yared states that St. Mary was lighting purely from the ousia of Adam.
She is without any sin: ¥1CL£9°0: +ch: A9 Fa: @-0d: hCw-: AARS/I® :hoo: OMCL: 008-
Mary lights up from the essence of Adam as the white pearl since the beginning (The Book of Digg"a of
St. Yared, 1988, pp. 326). The above terms can be interpreted for the union of Divinity and Humanity. In
this aspect ‘Al AAA 7P’ means the Father enables, in union, the Flesh to be God and the Flesh has the
Father as its own property. Whereas ‘@074.01 #8.00 Ah3A b’ refers that the Supplier of life, Holy Spirit,
becomes the Life of the Flesh in Essence, not in grace. Through the divine mystery of union, the Flesh
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Holy Trinity indwelled in the womb of Virgin Mary; the Father to enable her to
conceive and carry the Word, the Son to be incarnate, the Holy Spirit to sanctify

her”.

The church, the extension of the incarnation event of God the Son from the
Virgin Mary, is established by the involvement of the Persons of the Holy Trinity,
as stated in the above expression by EOTC scholars. As shown clearly in the
economy of creation, the Persons of God the Trinity got involved in creating the
entire world, both hidden and revealed. The church, as the unique community of
human beings in which God indwells, was part of the creation and was created
by God the Holy Trinity. Similarly, after her fall in sin, the church would have
needed to be recreated, and she was re-established by the will and economy of
the Holy Trinity, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. By the initiation of
God, the Father, since He is the cause for God the Word and God the Holy Spirit-
however, this cause is completely different from what we know from the relation
of the creations, the church is constituted by the Holy Trinity. St Yared states this

divine condition as follows:
TPLOD T A 10 AN ATHANGC:
ANao: G U T2 NGNA AHENCY AN N 20
AHL: 0T bl )i b B a0+
A0 h 1A AL
AL @A AT 0040 P50
Oh the House of God [The Church], let you be blessed and receive power

Because behold your King who enlightens for you, by His Power reached

becomes God without changing or ignoring its own ousia. Therefore, by the economy of the Holy Trinity
God the Word became Man, and the church started to be reconstituted from the moment of incarnation.

8 The word house is usually rendered as the church building, but in this context St. Yared inclines to use the

term to refer to the faithful.
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The Father firstly instituted this house [the church]

The Son built this house [the church]

And the Holy Spirit completed it [the church] (Méngistu, 2007, p.175)
As the doctrine of Orthodoxy teaches the Persons of Holy Trinity, Father, Son
and the Holy Spirit, are indivisibly united and it is impossible to separate. The
activity of Holy Trinity is one and indivisible. As a result, the doctrine of the
church, ecclesiology, in the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, which St. Yared is her
model theologian, springs from this Trinitarian doctrine. The Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit work in unison. Accordingly, it is impossible to talk about the
economy of the one Person of the Holy Trinity ignoring the economy of the other
two Persons for they are united indivisibly. However, it is better to look at the
economy of the Persons individually for the sake of understanding the economy
of each Person of the Trinity, without separating the activity of God the Holy
Trinity.

3.1.1 The Economy of the Father in the life of the Church

“OHL:0H:1ld- b 8" ‘The Father firstly instituted this House (the
Church)’ (Méngistu, 2007, p.175)

WhatSt. Yared calls the House of God isnot literally interpreted only as the building
structure, where God indwells, rather it indicates the real temple of the Triune
God, namely the church. The church is the real temple in which God indwells
and is praised. This realized house of God, man, was constructed completely
differently from any indwelling of God; this means that it was constructed in the
image and likeness of the builder, God the Holy Trinity. However, this God-like
creature failed by breaking the order of God and disobedience to his Creator,
God, led him to sunder. This house of God, the church, became no longer the
indwelling building of God. As a result, the blessing and power of God moved
away from this temple of God which was built differently, in the image and

likeness of his Creator. After all, the Merciful God planned to reconstruct and

The Journal of Ethiopian Church Studies.No 8(May 2023 2024 )@ Research Center Mahibere Kidusan



117

renew again the former as His real temple, to restore to the former status of the
house or to provide greater grace than the former condition; because now He
plans to reconstruct it by His Precious Blood which was flown from His side.
This house of God is newly constructed by the blood of Jesus Christ. The Apostle
Paul stated the being of this newly constructed temple of God, the church, by
saying: “But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian,
for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ” (Gal. 3: 25-27).

St. Yared tries to show how the Persons of the Holy Trinity participated in the
reconstruction process of the house. He uses three verbs separately for each
Person of the Holy Trinity. These different verbs are “144- instituted for Father,
h'1A- built for the Son, and 4.Aav- completed for the Holy Spirit®. As it is well-
known in linguistic study a verb shows how the action is done; how the event is
performed by the doer of the activities. In the three Persons of the Triune God
there are no separate activities of the Persons except the characteristics of the
Persons, namely begetting and making proceed which is the personal activity of
the Father who begets the Son and makes proceed the Holy Spirit; being begotten
which is the personal activity of the Son who is begotten from the Father; and
proceeding which is the personal activity of Holy Spirit who proceeds from the
Father (Faith of the fathers, 1986, p. 210).These are eternal personal activities
of the Triune God that cannot be comprehended and explained neither by human
beings nor by angels by any means. God is one in ousia (essence) and actions of
ousia which are sourced from this one ousia; and He is three in hypostasis. The
will and act of instituting the house of God, the church, is sourced from one ousia

of the Holy Trinity. Accordingly, the church is rebuilt newly again by the will

® The three verbs can be explained from the nature of the existence of God the Holy Trinity. In
God Trinity, God the Father is the Heart, God the Word is the Word, and God the Holy Spirit is
the Breath, AN ANF OAL PATorFN P50 ANTI4N ST LU PAMCE il GNAA:
The three Persons of God the Holy Trinity think by the hearthood of God the Father, speak by
the word hood of God the Son, and breath by the breathhood of God the Holy Spirit. They do
not do things separately, however, do united.
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and participation of God the Holy Trinity, as the world including human beings

was created by the Triune God in the first process of creation.

The church is the Body of Jesus Christ; so the life of the recreated or the restored
church starts from the moment of incarnation of God the Word. God the Word
became incarnate by the will of the Persons of Holy Trinity for the Persons of
the Triune God have one will. St. Yared confirms that the will and throne of
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit is one; no different in will between the

Persons.
av’j(i¢: I°0A: AU~
H0%-&: 9°74: 9°0A: DAL U~
NCY7: HAZNCY 7 aNd: P8
Afl: ARt havdd
The Throne of the Son is [equal] with His Father.
His will is equal with His Father.
He is the Light which came out of Light; He is the honor of the Saints

The Father raised Him from the dead (7he Book of Digg“a of St. Yared, 2008,
p. 249).

Accordingly, St. Yared states that the Father institutes the church through
incarnation. The author names incarnation as it is the House of God for the
Father exists in the Son. The Son himself calls his Body as it is the temple
(John 2:19-21). Gregorios (1992, p. 98) explains how the Body of Christ can be
called the temple. “The physical body of Christ was the place where the Holy
Spirit abode and God manifested Himself in His house, the incarnate flesh of
Jesus Christ (especially at the baptism and the transfiguration)”. On the same
page, the author adds “The purpose of the incarnation was to plant within the

realm of perishing history, the imperishable ‘my Father’s house’, where God
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in His glorious grace is manifested”. God the Father institutes the house of
God, incarnation. It means that God the Father sends God the Son to become
incarnate. In other words, the Father wills, which the Son and the Holy Spirit
share, the incarnation of His Eternal Son from the Virgin Mary in time so that
the church will be founded. Therefore, the verb ‘institute’ shows that the Father
wills to send His only begotten Son for the purpose of incarnation. St. Ephrem
also supports this activity and the purpose of sending His only begotten Son,
for the goal of incarnation, stating as “744: aM: A9°0778: @alhn: HhoTn.:
PAS@: PhA: @ FONA: AN the Father looked from the sky and He did
not get [any person] like you. He sent His Son; and His Son became incarnate
from you” (Everyday Prayer, Praise of Saint Mary with Gate of Light, 2001, p.
24)" 1t is important to allude and add one more example from the EOTC Book
of Anaphora to have more comprehension of how we can grasp when St. Yared
says that God the Father institutes the house of God, which is the incarnation of
God the Son, in turn, the base of the church:

1097 AN 4GP hoo: A2 @Ak (VAR U-::
D1h9°7 OAL: T4.9P: hao: OAL: @~k NVARU-::
@®1A9°7: avid: PSSO TUKCPR: hoo: oo i P40 @Ak NVARU-:
We believe the Father, who sends [the Son], as He is Father in His Existence.
And we believe the Son, who is sent [by the Father] as He is Son in His Existence

And we believe the Holy Spirit, who saves, as He is Holy Spirit in His Existence
(Dams’4, 2007, p. 103).

According to St. Yared, the expression ‘the Father institutes the house of God’,
therefore, signifies that the incarnation of God the Son which is the foundation
of the church is established by the will of God the Father, the one will which is
shared by the Son and the Holy Spirit. God the Father sends His only begotten
God the Son for incarnation. God the Son became the Son of God the Father and

10 See Wuddase Mariyam Ziribu’.
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the Son of St. Mary. God the Son was begotten from the Father eternally without
heavenly mother and He was born from Mary in time without earthly father. St.

Yared states this divine act as follows: “@WamvlT ®ALh AMHAT ®ovL 'Ly
afon ACHHO hoae A% OhtFn AU Ak O@-ak Och bl OAL Ah hooH

1h9°7 HadE A9° N0 oal 1450 9°2C:: And Your Son our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ, taught us as You are the only His Father and He is the only
Son for You. We believe like this as He does not have mother in the heaven and
as He does not have a father in earth” (Everyday Prayer, Praise of Saint Mary
with Gate of Light, 2001, p. 55)".

The role of God the Father in the economy of Christology and ecclesiology
never stops after the moment of the incarnation of God the Word. God the
Father witnessed the Godhead of Jesus Christ, which means that Jesus Christ
is God, during His baptism at the River Jordan (Matt 3:16-17) and during
Transfiguration at the Mount of Tabor (Matt 17:5). As Jesus Christ witnessed
during His incarnation time, His earthly life, the Father and the Son are equal
(Jn 10:30). Since the activity of the Triune God is one which cannot be divided;
where the Father is, there are also the Son and the Holy Spirit, and wherever
the Son is there are also the Father and the Holy Spirit (Jn14: 10-11). St. Yared
states, therefore, without separating with the Son and the Holy Spirit that the
Father institutes the church through the incarnation of God the Word.

3.1.2 The Economy of the Son in the Life of the Church

“OHL:0 T ch12: @A L ‘The Son built this House (the Church) (Méngistu, 2007,
pp-175)

The salvation of human beings enters the world through the incarnation of God
the Son. For this purpose, to save the distorted human beings due to disobedience,
God the Son became incarnate by the will of God the Holy Trinity. The eternal

Son of God became the Son of Man. He became Man without ignoring His

' See Wuddase Mariyam (Angés’4 Birhan)
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Godhead. God the Son built, states St. Yared, the incarnation in His specific
hypostasis by the will of the Holy Trinity. He assumed flesh and soul from St.
Virgin Mary. Assuming humanity from our Lady, Virgin Mary, God the Word
became the Son of God and the Son of Man at the same time, which is above
human comprehension and explanation ability of mind. St. Yared describes this
mysterious divine act, similar to St. Cyril’s (Faith of the Fathers, 1986, p. 254).

Christological understanding, as follows:

AL ACHFO APNTTLT A9°IN AU~ @LL: hoviNS: HALOCE
OO LOCE A0 T havAxnT ThhT: hoviNs HALOCT
ATICLT° ADTChAL NAT°AN MNCHAAN 1514 hov i HALOCP
He /00 a0 AKIST N0 “1ch07 /200 hoviNé HALOCT
M@0t T1h07% +260 hoo (A Fovhd: hoo 4 HALOCP

9¢ Oah A9°ONP T hovo -l AAU- Ch@-C 050 AOhC 0971 AU~
hav NS-HALOCP

NFchk: @hhl hao 104 ®NAGA LM hoo ATHANNC: hoois
HALOCP

Jesus Christ from heavens, from His Father, stepped down without leaving
His Throne.

And while He was stepping down from the heavens, He was praised by the
angels- without leaving His Throne.

He was seen to Mary [and] He talked to Her with the image of Gabriel-
without leaving His Throne.

He, who created the children in the womb, was conceived- without leaving
His Throne.

He was conceived in the womb; He became Man- without leaving His Throne.

He beseeched water from the hole of water as the humble; He Himself walks
over the sea being in the right side of His Father- without leaving His Throne.

He became humble like human in the earth; and He became praised as the
God in the heaven- without leaving His Throne (7he Book of Digg*a of St.
Yared, 2008, p. 237).
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The church is the outcome of the Incarnation of God the Word through the will
of Holy Trinity. She is started to be built by the Incarnated God the Word, as St.
Yared shows, from the conception of Jesus Christ to His Ascension to the heavens
by the praising of angels. There are four journeys to have the complete being of
the church, namely incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection and ascension. In other
words, the church is not a moment being as Western theology asserts (that the
church is the result of only the activity of crucifixion). Crucifixion, however, is
not the only event in which the church is established. Orthodoxy insists that the
church is built by the whole process from the moment of incarnation to the final
stage of incarnation, ascension. Incarnation, therefore, is the foundation of the
church from the four stages to result in the complete wellbeing of the church.
The church starts to be instituted at the moment of the incarnation of God the
Word, while Virgin Mary accepts the word of the Angel Gabri’el saying that
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word”
(Luke 1: 38). It is from this incarnate God the Word that the life of the church,

namely, an especial human community formed by the Blood of Christ, springs.

Through incarnation the Creator-Godhead, and the creation-humanity, became
united. In other words, the two extremities, God and man, came into unity by
the mysterious divine act of the Incarnation of God the Son. God became man,
and Humanity, in turn, became God. The incarnated God the Word, Jesus Christ,
becomes the mediator between the creation and the Creator. St: Yared states
this unique being of Jesus Christ as: “haoH: 1h9° 7 HAANE: A9°: (N7 €T
OANNE: Al: 040 °LC: HIVARU-: A NA: @AZ°AR: @-~A-k:: We believe like
this that He does not have a mother in the heavens, and He does not have a father
in the earth. He is both man and God in His Being” (The Book of Digg"a of St.
Yared, 2008, p. 238).

It is Jesus Christ, not the Father and the Holy Spirit, who assumed humanity.
In the same manner, it is He who became both man and God. By this unique

being of incarnated God, Jesus Christ, due to the mystery of incarnation, the
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church becomes the body of Christ. In turn, the incarnated God the Son is called
the head of the church. In this sense, St. Paul signifies the church as she is the
Pleroma or the fullness of Christ. “God put all things under Christ’s feet and
gave him to the church as supreme Lord over all things. The church is Christ’s
body, the completion of him who himself completes all things everywhere”
(Eph. 1:22-23). Quoting the above word of St. Paul, (Gregorios, 1992, pp.98)
adds the statement: “The Church is thus the Pleroma (fullness) of Christ in the
sense that the ‘whole Christ’ is the incarnate Lord with His body, the ecclesia.
The ecclesia fills out the Person of the incarnate Lord. Christ referred to His own
body as ‘my Father’s house’ (John. 2:16 and 21) and this is ‘my Father’s house’
in which ‘there are many mansions’ (In. 14:2). This body of Christ is the body
which is filled up quantitatively by the addition of believers and qualitatively by
growth in agape” (Eph.4: 16).

John Chrysostom in his interpretation of Ephesus (1: 22-23) states that the
church is the fulfillment of Christ in the same manner as the head completes
the body and is completed by the head. He describes this mystery as: “Amazing
again, whither hath He raised the Church? as though he were lifting it up by
some engine, he hath raised it up to a vast height, and set it on yonder throne; for
where the head is, there is the body also. There is no interval to separate between
the head and the body; for were there a separation, then were it no longer a body,
then were it no longer a head” (Schaf, NPNF1-13, p. 106). It can be concluded,
therefore, the life of the church starts from the moment of the Holy Incarnation,
as St. Yared informs. Accordingly, the church receives the sonship, in grace,
of the Holy Trinity through incarnation. In addition to this, Christ is the head
of the church; and the church is the body of Christ which means that she is the
completeness of the Incarnation of God the Word. As St. Yared states the church
was built by Jesus Christ in His incarnation, which signifies in turn that the

church is the extension and fulfillment of the incarnation.
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The second stage of the being of the church springs from the crucifixion of Jesus
Christ, which is the extension of the Holy Incarnation. The church is born from
the side of Jesus Christ, the second Adam, while He was pierced by a spear
(John 19: 34), as Eve was born from the side of the first Adam while Adam was
sleeping (Gen. 2: 21-22). The author states that how the church is born from the
hill of Calvary as follow:

‘AL (L@ F0HCh: b ACO e AT he19F: aoQPi: Ahoo:
0 NaFEaY: ARt Bht: W A%kt F0CTD: A9°189°: hoo: wCA: m.A: 6N'F:
nCn: N7 A%NA: oo o $@LIT: WG OAAD-: ATHE: (NS T
1CH7: HPNL: @1 7/72h: hao-F77-The church will be seen [will be established]
in this desert [in Calvary] because of the sufferings of Crucifixion. For on behalf
of her, he said that who is this which comes up from the desert as the fume of
incense and myrrh. He [Jesus Christ] was entombed after He was wrapped with
the linen cloths which have the best aroma from all spices and myrrh; and He
raised from dead” (The Book of Digg“a of St. Yared, 2008, pp.245).

St. Yared insists that Jesus Christ built the church by giving Himself for sacrifice
in the Holy Cross. He shed His Precious Blood for the church; and sanctified the
church in His blood. Jesus Christ, the High Priest, sacrificed Himself at the Holy
Cross to build the church in His Blood. “9®44: #°0: Cadn: aCh-+0: HH2IPmYy:

NLao-- Christ once sacrificed Him; He bought us with His blood” (The Book of
Diggva of St. Yared, 2008, p. 241). As shown in this text, chanter and theologian
St. Yared confirms explicitly that Jesus Christ is both the High Priest and the
sacrifice. The phrase which says that “H-~1¢m?%: NLav-: He bought us with His
blood” shows that the incarnated God, Jesus Christ, is also the receiver of the
sacrifice with His Father and Holy Spirit. This ecclesiological doctrine is much
developed in EOTC theology. It is stated that “A.f0-0: hCOFO: AU WP

OAN U WP OAAU- FONd.: a2 PoT: 1@+ Jesus Christ Himself is
the High Priest who offers the sacrifice, and He Himself is the sacrifice, and He
Himself is the receiver of the Sacrifice” (Faith of the Fathers, 1986, p. 126).
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Accordingly, since Jesus Christ is God, besides His being of Holy Sacrifice and
the High Priest, He receives the sacrifice, the Sacrifice of His Body, with His
Father and the Holy Spirit. He provides His flesh and blood for His Holy Church,
and the church is established by the flesh and the blood of the incarnated God
the Word who is her head. The church is blessed and sanctified, writes St. Yared
as follows, by the Blood of Jesus Christ: “N€ao-: A0-C: 0160: avddh: ++LOT
0 aCa-kge7 09°4: @&% Al ACOES 7 aondin: ANCT T oot
1907 AhN: hoo't: The church was sanctified [built] by His Precious Blood, by
the Tree of Cross. The pillar and the foundation of the church is Cross which is

light, salvation of soul for us who believe” (Méngistu, 2007, p. 128).

The Holy Cross, insists St. Yared, is the altar where the incarnated God the
Son, Jesus Christ, presented His Body on behalf of the church to set up her.
Moreover, the Holy Cross is the light and salvation, writes St. Yared, for the
Savior presented the Holy Sacrifice, Himself, on it for the sake of constituting
the church in Eucharist. St. Yared states how Jesus Christ institutes the church
on the Holy Cross, by presenting Himself for the church. By the blood which
sheds from the side of Christ, human beings are recreated. Jesus Christ makes
anew man by His Precious Blood. The new man is created not only from the dust
of the earth, but rather from the Holy Flesh and Precious Blood of Jesus Christ.
In this newly created man, Jesus provides His own Spirit, Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4,
17-21, 38); He did not only breathe a breath of life (Gen. 2:7) like the old man.
The nature of human beings is, therefore, reconstituted by the Holy Flesh and
Precious Blood of the Incarnated God the Son, Jesus Christ. The Incarnated God
the Son established the church through His Eucharist and Baptism, St. Yared

writes as follows:

NLao: LHP: MN91G: Ha-hH: AI°I0U-: hTaod:

N00: gopdn: 0-F0: hoo: 7 0 FNE-C: TTMLATH:

A7 PeOF: bt NCHELT: aoOHIP oo APS.AT:

arh: bl Pnch: A AT AT ALGANIS: PENT:
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By His Blood [Eucharist] He redeemed her. And He baptized her by the

water [Baptism] which flew from His Side.

And He blessed her by the Tree of the Cross so that she will avoid sin.

This is Zion, holy church, which is the aroma of the saints

This church is the conqueror, Holy Jerusalem, which is the proud for the

entire world (Méngistu, 2007, p. 61).
The church is established and redeemed by the Blood of God (Acts 20: 28), not
by the blood of a creature. She is baptized by the Water flown from the Side of
Jesus Christ, while He was pierced by the spear. St. Yared shares the statement of
St Peter (1Pet. 1:18-19). The blood flown in the body of Jesus Christ on the Holy
Cross, confirms St. Yared, is the Holy Eucharist, which constitutes the church:
“Mkh: S @FCA®: 0h: heo: A U0 200 P80 @Lovh:
n-é: hoo: A2 :: They pierced [Your Side] by the spear, and your Side was
opened so that You will provide us Your Holy Flesh and Your Precious Blood”
(Mingistu, 2007, p. 221).

St. Yared explains, as shown several times, that the church is established not only
by the Blood of Jesus Christ but also it is constituted by the Water which shed
from His Side (John 19:34). This Water that shed from the side of Jesus Christ
is the Baptismal Water in which the church is born. This “Baptismal Water: ¢7¢:
100 AOAL” is the womb of the church that the church delivers her children
through the Holy Spirit. This Baptismal Water is sometimes considered as the
water of the River Jordan in which Jesus Christ was baptized and sanctified by
Him, as the EOTC theology states “h?7¢: £-CS850: hadlé-h: aodn: $507
With regard to this issue, the liturgist and theologian St. Yared states: “@Naviidn-:
e e @ALY: NT9°e-: APehT: b ACHELT: And our life is
done through His Cross. He [Jesus Christ] bore us, the Holy Church, through
His Baptism” (Méngistu, 2007, p. 65). This St. Yared’s doctrine of the church

is also present in the writings of Syrian Church Fathers. According to Syrian
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Church Fathers’ teachings, for example, St. Ephrem'? and St. Jacob of Serugh',
with regard to the Holy Baptism, they believe that Jesus Christ, the Bridegroom,
betroths His Bride, the church, in the River Jordan in His Baptism'.

St. Yared considers the church as the building of Jesus Christ which is constructed
by His Holy Water shed from His side. Quoting from Psalm, he explains that
Jesus Christ is the builder who builds the church from water, the Holy Water
shed from His side, when He was pierced by the spear. “H&m&C: 1978: ACh
(Ps. 103:3) : of-16N: N@L7: ANO: ONLao: AdhA: OR6: AN Wil L%
CANC: 0PN ALF...(Gen.49:11) :He [Jesus Christ] builds His mansion [the
church] with water [Baptismal Water: 7¢:100-:A®AL:]. He washes His cloth
[the church] with wine, and with the blood of grapefruit [Eucharist]. He ties his
young donkey to a grapevine” (Méngistu, 2007, pp.169). The cloths which are
washed by the wine are, interprets St. Yared, the faithful [the church]. He says
that “AANNU-0: ARCH-0: aoUR9°G7: The cloths of Christ are the believers
[the church]” (Méngistu, 2007, p. 183). As St. Yared, liturgist and theologian,
states above, the church is the temple of God whose foundation is constituted by
the Baptismal Water and her wall constructed by the blood of Jesus Christ, both
shed from the side of the incarnated God the Word. This temple is washed and
sanctified by the Precious Blood of Christ which was flown at the hill of Calvary.

12 Citing various betrothals that took place at the well, such as Eleazer (for Isaac) with Rebecca,

Jacob with Rachel, and Moses with Zipporah in his commentary on the Diatesseron, St. Ephrem
confirms that Christ betrothed the church at the River Jordan in His Baptism. (Murray, 2006)

13 Jacob of Serugh compares the Baptism of Christ in River Jordan with the imagery of the robe

glory that was lost by the disobedience of Adam and Eve. Therefore, Christ’s Baptism recovers
the lost robe of glory and Christ puts on the River Jordan this lost robe of glory. Christians are
baptized in the River Jordan to receive the lost robe of glory. In the word of St. Jacob of Serugh
it is stated as “Christ came to baptism, He went down and placed in the baptismal water the robe
of glory, to be there for Adam, who had lost it.”” (Brock, 1992, pp. 93). This putting of Christ,
robe of glory, during Christian baptism is compared with the word of St Paul which says that
‘AcCH-0U Anhaee-: you put on Christ’.

"The origins of the church, according to Syrian Church Fathers, are traced from two events: The
Baptism of Christ in the River Jordan and His Death on the cross. In His Baptism in the River
Jordan, Jesus Christ betrothed the church and the wedding of the church and the Heavenly
Bridegroom, Christ, is in the cross. (Murray, 2006).
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It is due to this reason that St. Yared says that God the Son built the House [the
church].

Let us come to the third and fourth stages, resurrection and ascension, in the
process of establishing the church. The life of the church never stops in the events
which were done on the Calvary. It goes, on the contrary, through Calvary into
resurrection, ascension and the descent of the Holy Spirit. We will get the full
being of the church going on through these complete journeys of the church. It
is the resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ that provides an eschatological
dimension to the church. From these two dimensions in the life of the church,
the church will transform from earthly life to heavenly life, eternal life, which
will be fulfilled in the age to come. St. Yared describes the resurrection, which
he sometimes calls Easter, as it is the journey that makes the church eternal being
as follows: “4-0h: NLA: “10L-1: NLA:ONHOE: 085 AT @0 h@oT:
: Easter means reserve mean, and by this reserve we will traverse from death to
life” (The Book of Digg»a of St. Yared, 2008, p. 222).

St. Yared writes that Jesus Christ built the building of the church in His Easter,
resurrection: “N4-0h U~ h'1A: TPoT: N2 AA°: Ooo?: 197:: Jesus Christ built
its building [of the church] in His Easter, Resurrection; [and] He called her name
the house of peace” (The Book of Digg»a of St. Yared, 2008, p. 223). The author
teaches that the church is the house of peace on the earth and the heaven. She
is the source of peace which springs from her Head, Jesus Christ. All the dead
who were living in hell since Adam were restored when Jesus Christ in soul
entered the hell. Before His resurrection, Jesus Christ taught the dead in the hell
for three days or for thirty-three hours which is comparable for His thirty-three
years’ ministry in His earthly life. Moreover, He baptized them by His baptismal
water which was shed from His side, while He was pierced by the spear. This
dead people became the recreated, renewed church and traversed from the hell to
paradise which was formerly the kingdom of Adam and Eve, all human beings.

They came out from the hell, full of maelstrom, and entered the house of peace,

The Journal of Ethiopian Church Studies.No 8(May 2023 2024 )@ Research Center Mahibere Kidusan



129

paradise; and in this dimension St. Yared believes that the church is established

by Christ’s Resurrection and she is the house of peace.

St.Yared emphasizes that the church received a new way of life after Jesus Christ
was resurrected from the dead. Death entered the world through Adam and it was
destroyed by the resurrection of the incarnated God the Word. Since the church
is the body of Jesus Christ, she became an eternal being by the resurrection
of her head, Jesus Christ. The church receives eschatological life, life after
earthly death, from Christ’s resurrection. Regarding this theme, St. Yared states
the following: “9°: aACH-+h: LNHOC: AT @Ad: A1 €591 heoT:
Ahfm.: Hih hoo-F7 Christ died in order that He will abrogate death; and He
has prepared to us the way of life [Eschatological life]. Christ raised from death”
(The Book of Digg“a of St. Yared, 2008, p.230). He adds also: +wCO:F04-:ch @@t
NN77e1: ¢9°: (ML OAT: Ahoo:qPh: AT @177k Today in this day, the
hope of life [Eschatological life] has been made in the heaven for He [Christ] has
defeated death, and He has raised” (The Book of Digg*a of St. Yared, 2008, p. 221).

The Death of Jesus Christ, the head of the church, becomes the life to the church.
The church is established on the Death of Christ. As her Head rose from death
annulling death, she rises from death by the power of her head, Jesus Christ.
After the resurrection of Jesus Christ, human beings die to be conceived for
eternal life. The life of human beings never ends in death; on the contrary, death
is the womb in which the church is conceived for eschatological life, eternal
life after resurrection. It is for this reason that it is stated that resurrection is one
dimension in which the church has received her complete being. The church
is constituted both in the death and resurrection of Christ as St. Yared states:
LIRS Gt D1 APAEL: AT hTELLOAA: @680 (124 heA&:
°uCh U ANM T 'LL: . His death [of Christ] became life for us [the church];
His Crucifixion became Faith (Doctrine) for us. Coming down into the hell,
treading his power Jesus Christ plundered the captive of Satan” (The Book of
Digg»a of St. Yared, 2008, p. 244).
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The constituting of the life of the church, by Jesus Christ, is not completed by
the resurrection of her head, the incarnated God the Word. Forty days after His
resurrection, Jesus Christ ascended to heaven to sit on the Throne of the Holy
Trinity, at the right hand of His Father. The ascension of God, Jesus Christ,
provides the church with the power to ascend to heaven for eschatological life.
In the eschatological life, the faithful will live in the place where the Holy Trinity

is present, Heavenly Jerusalem:

DA H: LAI°: ch1: AMaNC: 2COZT: @Y 89151 0% Ot
0C:: W12 @INs: 09977 AU~ HO%-L: 9°he: 9°0A: @ASL U~
HAZ P L ov: GA9°: a0} 7k A4'L: APSAT: OHN: 0CT: @-Ovt:
O272: 100.L: Olch: HEAAMP: A P12 avAR: WA (97071
weoy: AvSG T OAL: W14 Oadt: oNiNg1: OAL: oNh-A:
avZhG1:: And then completing the Law of God, orders and doctrine,
Jesus Christ, who is equal in will with His Father, ascended to the
Heaven in the fortieth days, and He sat in the right Hand of His Father.
His Governance is before the world; His Ascension is the power of
the saints [the church]. Jesus Christ, whom archangels have praised,
the crown of the martyrs, who ministered to the priests, ascended to
the heavens by great praise. The Son who was prophesized by the
Pentateuch and the prophets [ascended]. The Son who was told by all
books [ascended] (The Book of Digg»a of St. Yared, 2008, p. 256).

Sofar, I have tried to explain how St. Yared understands the economy of the
Incarnated God, Jesus Christ, in the establishment of the church. The life of the
church, as the author shows, starts at the moment of His Incarnation. The building
process of the church continues to the Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension
of Jesus Christ up to the Descent of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit’s Descent,
which is the extension of the incarnation, is the final stage in the establishment
of the being of the church.
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3.1.3 Economy of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church

“OH-L: 0T 048.277:0074.00 +50: The Holy Spirit completed this House (the
Church)” (Mingistu, 2007, p. 175)

According to the doctrine of Orthodoxy, the Persons of Holy Trinity, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, are indivisibly united. Thus the economy of the Holy Spirit in
establishing the church is inseparable from the economy of the Father and the
Son. The establishment of the church is connected with the incarnation of God
the Word. The Economy of the Holy Spirit in constituting the church begins
even before the Incarnation of the Son. God the Son became Incarnate after
several prophecies had been told about His Incarnation. Several Prophets had
prophesized by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet 1:20-21) about the coming of Jesus Christ
to the earth to become man so that He would found the church. Apostle Peter
confirms the concept of the above idea (1Pet 1: 10-12).

From the above biblical word, we understand that the prophets prophesized about
God the Son and His incarnation, and events that will come after the coming of
God the Word to the earth, through the Holy Spirit. The Church Fathers who
prepared the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed confirm that it is the Holy Spirit
who made the prophets to prognosticate about the Incarnation of the Son and
related events such as salvation and ecclesiology. “@1A9°%: Nev3d.0: P50
AMA: TUhCR: HWLA: A°AN: 07 Aerl: @70NA: I°0A: AN OOAL:
Hu00: 07012 And we believe in Holy Spirit, Lord, and Giver of life, who
proceeded from the Father. Let us prostrate and praise Him with the Father and
the Son for whom was prophesized through the prophets”(Everyday Prayer,
Praise of Saint Mary with Gate of Light, 2001, p. 8)'°. The Economy of the Holy
Spirit in Christology starts at the very moment of the incarnation, the conception
of God the Word in the womb of the Virgin Mary. It is the Holy Spirit who divided
(Phé.n), as EOTC Tradition shows, Humanity from the Essence of the Virgin
Mary, and made union (£Ph£) with God the Word. This doctrine is biblically
(Luke 1:35) supported as it is stated in the Gospel of Matthew as follows: “@AN:
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TR hoos: TICLI: APOG: HAHA: & PLN: HLalT: 60 hoord.n:
¢4.0:: When His mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 1:18). It is
in this sense that St. Yared states that “AH-k: (b @447 ov7d0: P50 And
the Holy Spirit completed this house”, in which the house is rendered firstly as
the Incarnation of God the Word, and then to the Church. God the Holy Spirit is
active from the beginning of the establishment of the church, did not come after
the church was constituted. The verb ‘complete’ does not show the supportive

case of the Holy Spirit; rather it shows the compliment action of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is always with Jesus Christ, inseparable from Him. Holy Spirit,
in the image of a dove, descended on Jesus Christ, to inform that Jesus Christ is
God, in His baptism at the River Jordan (Matt. 3:16). In addition to this divine
act in the River Jordan, it is the Holy Spirit who reveals that Jesus Chris is God.
“‘@an: HEAN: N'1A: A A ALNN: HAZNA: HooZdh: $8.0: AdA.U-- No
one can comprehend Jesus Christ for He is God. And no one can confess “Jesus
is Lord”, without being guided by the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:3). As stated here
biblically, without mind which is guided by Holy Spirit, no one can understand
the true Being of Jesus Christ, Incarnated God, which means He is both God
and Man. Not only His Being but also it is also unthinkable to comprehend the
actions which Jesus Christ has done, with mere mind unless it is guided by the
Holy Spirit. Regarding this, St. Yared insists that: “Zch': 0970k AH7E: TIC:
Noo3d.0: P80 hoo: @Atk aCH-PO: HOCT: @0 (298: We are witnesses,
by Holy Spirit, for this event [Ascension of Jesus Christ] that it is Christ who
ascended to the heavens” (The book of Digg*a of St. Yared, 2008, p. 270). From
the above words, we can, therefore, conclude that the Economy of the Holy
Spirit in incarnation, and, in turn, in ecclesiology is from the very beginning and

it is inseparable from the Economy of the Father and the Son.
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Jesus Christ promised to His Disciples, Apostles, saying that He will send the
Paraclete who will be His witness (Jn 15: 26), and will teach them what He had
taught (Jn.14:26). The chanter and theologian St. Yared teaches how the Holy
Spirit makes the church by leading the pillars of the church, Apostles. The author
writes: “@ak: ALPAMN: av 340 XLP: HAY: héo't: Ahoo-: HRav(Chhoo-:
Nh-A-: & &P:: This Paraclete, the Spirit of truth, whom I send you, will lead you
in all the truth” (The Book of Digg»a of St. Yared, 2008, p. 269). The Holy Spirit
is sent by Jesus Christ, and He completes what Jesus Christ had taught. He never
teaches any unique doctrine that Christ did not teach as Jesus Christ never taught
any doctrine which is not from His Father (Jn 7: 16-18), which tells us that no
separate teaching between the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Doing so,
the Holy Spirit fulfills the economy of Jesus Christ, and completes the church as
St. Yared emphasizes. Being led by the Holy Spirit, insists St. Yared, the church
witnesses to Jesus Christ in the entire world. In other words, she teaches that
Jesus Christ, her Head, is God and saves the entire world: “®@2MA=av-: av7}4.0:
ALP: Av-Nhoo: HELA: HAL: °OAhov-: Tha'r'L: A716TP: NAL4ANAI:
oNha: AL oY Fha1'1.:0770671¢:: And He [Christ] said to them [Apostles]
I will give you the Spirit of truth who will live with you forever. You will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all its districts” (The Book of Digg*a of St. Yared,
2008, p. 257).

The expression ‘Holy Spirit completes this house’ is biblically rooted. The
life and journey of the church is consummated by the economy of the Holy
Spirit. Before Christ ascends to Heaven to sit on the right side of His Father,
He promised to the apostles that He would send the Holy Spirit so that the Holy
Spirit completes what Christ did and taught in His life on earth (Luke 24:49).
Therefore, the Descent of Holy Spirit in the day of Pentecost is the continuation
of the Incarnation. In this day, the church which was born from the rib of Jesus
Christ delivered, in turn, her children from her womb, 3000 children were born
in this day (Acts 2:41). It is this reason that St. Chrysostom called this day as
the day of the birth date of the church. This day is the special day in which the
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motherhood of the church starts and known for the world. Holy Spirit descended
on the Apostles, and the church drank the grace of the Holy Spirit. St. Yared
states that in this unique day, the church drank the spirit. He calls that this day,
the day of Pentecost, is the day of freedom by which the church frees herself from
evil by the Holy Spirit. “¢*9°0: NGA7: TRP: A9°0: 2047710 h.LU+ avbdv:
O-+2%:: today [the day of Pentecost] is our holidays; it is righteously our witness
of freedom. We drank Him, the Spirit” (The Book of Digg"a of St. Yared, 2008,
p. 270).

This drinking of the Spirit, Living Water, was told by Prophet Joel (Joel 2: 28-
32) and by Jesus Christ (John 7: 37-39). The church drinks this Living Water,
Spirit, in her Sacraments. This grace of the Holy Spirit is received by the church
through the mystery of Holy Myron. Through the economy of the Holy Spirit
in baptism, the believers become sons of God the Holy Trinity. The Holy Spirit
who indwells in the church through sacraments provides different graces to
the church. Through these multifaceted graces, the Holy Spirit establishes the
church and makes it one living entity. Concerning this theme, St. Yared writes

as follows:

achB: 200 hehh

OhhL: aopd.N: ALY
Naod.0: P&0: 70C: N0AYT
We are one flesh.

And we drank one Spirit.

Let us do our Holy Day through Holy Spirit (The Book of Digg»a of St.
Yared, 2008, p. 270).

As shown above, the Holy Spirit creates the communion between the faithful.
He makes the church one organism, the body of Christ. The Holy Spirit makes
the creature, the church, to be united with her Creator, Jesus Christ. It is the Holy
Spirit who divided Humanity from Virgin Mary and made unite it with God the
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Word. In the same manner, it is the Holy Spirit that makes the union between
the believers and God, in the other way, between the church and Jesus Christ,
her Head. It is in this sense that St. Yared insisted that the Holy Spirit completed
the church. As said several times, however, the Economy of the Holy Spirit is
inseparable from the Economy of the Father and the Son. The Persons of the
Holy Trinity indivisibly established the church from the very beginning: “h'1&P:
AR ACHEL T OYILCP: Novidh: P40 hov: Thd: ACAL: HNGTT LT
hao: &0 A9°at'r: AG: hoo: Ghy: Al21P: ACOTLLSP:: They'e [the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit] built the church, and they founded her
through the Holy Spirit so that she will be in the image of the Heavenly Church
[Heavenly Jerusalem]; in order to save us from the conflagration of fire so that
the Gentile will be Christian” (Méngistu, 2007, p. 91).

According to this text, the church is built by God the Holy Trinity in the image
of the eschatological church. The church is guided by the Holy Spirit to have
eschatological life here now on earth. Through the economy of the Holy Spirit,
history becomes eschaton; and the church now lives the eschaton, she leads the
eschatological life through the guidance of the economy of the Holy Spirit. This
eschatological life of the church is seen through liturgical worship, the Eucharistic
life of the church. Through the Eucharist, the church lives the eschaton in the
earth. The Eucharistic liturgy, which is led by the Holy Spirit, makes the Bread
and the Wine the Body of Christ; and the Eucharist makes the church an eternal

being even though she is living in the earth.
LOCE: avpd: $540: 0ALA: H0E: OOLT

ON: @A hur: A0 aoZd: P800 4

16 This sentence is also translated to apostles, bishops and priests. Apostles built both the church
community and the church building being guided by the Holy Spirit. The bishops and the priests
constitute both the church building and the church community. The church is constructed by the
model of the Heavenly Jerusalem. The apostles and the priests, through the church, baptize the
gentiles in order that they will become Christians. Therefore, the church gives the sonship of
Holy Trinity and saves from the slavery of Satan, as St. Yared states in the above expressions.
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0AOA: HA: P& b ACHLL'r

LOAMov: NPXNT: AOA: ACHPO: Sh'r

N12A: TN ao7nc: @O6AN: h.'r

Holy Spirit descends on the Bread and the Wine
When the priest says, send the grace of the Holy Spirit
On this Holy Church of Him

In order that He will change them instantly so that they will be the Flesh
and Blood of Christ by His wonderful power of Wisdom, and by His
fascinating capacity (T 1’'umai Lissan, 2003, pp. 419).

The builders of the church, St. Yared writes, are the apostles, bishops and priests.
Having received the authority of priesthood from God the Holy Trinity, the
apostles, the bishops and the priests build the church through the Holy Spirit.
They sanctify and bless the church through the Holy Spirit. The church grows by
nourishing the living food, the word of God, being given from her Creator, God
the Holy Trinity. Concerning this theme, the author writes as follows: “A%t:
T hFATNALNVG T OFPLOTNAL: AN T ACNTL 7P &0l The Holy
Church is built by the ministry of the priests, and she is blessed by the authority
of the Bishops” (Méngistu G, 2007, p. 115).

This St. Yared’s understanding of the church is in line with the formula of St
Ignatius’s ecclesiology. According to St. Ignatius of Antioch, the presence of
bishops is one criterion among the three measurements for the existence of the
church. To say that there is a church, the three criteria- Eucharist, the bishop and
the people, must be fulfilled. Without these three fundamentals, no one can say

that there is a church.

“Let no man do anything connected with the Church without the bishop. Let
that be deemed a proper Eucharist, which is [administered] either by the bishop
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or by one to whom he has entrusted it. Wherever the bishop shall appear, there
let the multitude [of the people] also be; even as where Christ is, there does all
the heavenly host stand by, waiting upon Him as the Chief Captain of the Lord’s
might, and the Governor of every intelligent nature” (Schaf, 1885, pp. 147). By
the bishops’ ministerial service, the church is constituted through the Holy Spirit
for when there is Jesus Christ there is the Father and the Holy Spirit, and without
the economy of the Holy Trinity, there is no Eucharist, which is the foundation of
the church. The EOTC Anaphora states the economy of the Holy Spirit, through

the priesthood service of the priests, in Eucharistic liturgy as follows:

“.MAAN: ATHA: OSOTNPO0h: hoo: T4 oo P50 @184 S.0:
Nrk: N0 @AOA: H: APOH: LLOT: 200 OLT°: AATNAT: oo 1Ly
afh0: acoth: A%hoo: 3A9°:: O Lord, we beseech and invoke You in order
that You will send the Holy Spirit and the power on this Bread and Chalice so
that the Holy Spirit will make it the Flesh and Blood of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, forever” (Book of Anafora, 2000, pp. 109-110).

4. Conclusion

St. Yared states that the church starts from the creation of the first human beings,
Adam and Eve. He believes that the being of the church is due to the will and
work of God the Holy Trinity. Accordingly, the church is Trinitarian, that is
the three Persons of God participated in the first and the second creation of the
church, and the Triune God leads the church. As God the Holy Trinity creates
the human community, the church, during the time of creation, He recreates
the church in His Holy Blood again during the New Testament. The ultimate
goal of the church is, insists St. Yared, the re-establishment of fellowship with
the Triune God which is consummated by the Trinitarian oriented ecclesiology.
This Trinitarian approach of St. Yared’s ecclesiology is against to western
theology both Catholic Church Theology which emphasizes Christ-centered

ecclesiology at the expense of the economy of Holy Spirit, and Protestantism
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which overemphasizes the role of the Holy Spirit ignoring the Economy of Jesus
Christ. Christ centered ecclesiology in Catholic Church is seen in the different

time applications of baptism before confirmation.

As the doctrine of Orthodoxy teaches the Persons of Holy Trinity, Father, Son,
and the Holy Spirit, are indivisibly united and it is impossible to separate. The
activity of the Holy Trinity is one and indivisible. As a result, the doctrine of
the church, ecclesiology, in the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, which St. Yared
is her model theologian, springs from this Trinitarian doctrine. Therefore,
this Trinitarian founded ecclesiological concept of St. Yared is orthodox
ecclesiological understanding which is biblical and patristic, and it shows some
differences from the approach of Eastern Orthodox Church ecclesiology. The
theology of St. Yared, particularly, and the liturgy of EOTC, generally, shows
the Trinitarian economy in the constituting of the church. It can be concluded
that the understanding of the establishment and leading of the church through the
participation of the Persons of the Holy Trinity is shown in the liturgy of EOTC,
in Anaphora, and in the application of sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Myron or Confirmation. It is well-known that in the EOTC liturgical activity
both the Sacraments of Holy Baptism, which is regarded to Christ, and Holy
Chrismation, which is considered as the Economy of Holy Spirit, are applied at
one time. This liturgical service shows that in EOTC Theology, both the economy
of Christ and the Holy Spirit with the economy of the Father is consummated
since the Economy of the Triune God is indivisible according to the Orthodox
Church doctrine. The paper concludes that St. Yared’s Trinitarian ecclesiology
sheds light on the true understanding of the Orthodox Ecclesiology, which has
a biblical and patristic base, and incites the Orthodox Church theologians for
further deep study on this realm.
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