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Preface

Research and dissemination is not a new undertaking to the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church. The church has been conducting research in its own terms since
its establishment. The Church has been disseminating knowledge through its well-
established parchment (branna) culture for hundreds of years. Through time the
publication types and means have evolved. The church has established institutions that
produce knowledge and disseminate through modern methods. Once such centers is
Mahibere Kidusan , established more than 30 years ago. Mahibere Kidusan has been

publishing the widely distributed Hamdr magazine and Soma’a S adg newspaper.

The Research Center of Mahibere Kidusan established the Journal of Ethiopian Church
Studies more than a decade ago to serve as a forum for modern research publications
focused on issues related to the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. This seventh volume of
JCES comes after the publication was interrupted for four years. The editorial board of
JCES apologizes for the interruptions and extends its gratitude for those contributors

and reviewers who made the publication of the current issue a reality.

The current issue of JECS has introduced APA (7™ edn.) style for both intext citations
and references. The journal now has specified the languages of the publication to be

five: Ge’ez, Amharic, Afaan Oromoo, Tigrinya and English.

There are six articles in the current issue. Four of them are written in Amharic while
two of them are written in English. The first article presents the an argument for the
adoption of the Ethiopic Script or fiddl for Ethiopian languages. The second article
presents the different social roles that dagg”a plays among the EOTC laity. The third
article is about the well-known commentary school founder Esdros. The fourth article
is about the historical background of the establishment of the Béigqoji C dffa Midhane
‘Aldm Ddbra Qusq”am Unity Monastery. The fifth article presents a review of methods
used to value nonmaterial assets in the context of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tdwahado

Church. The final article reviews the historical state-religion interactions in Ethiopia.
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