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Abstract

Ethiopia is a home land of communities speaking diversified languages and an ancient
country which has been using its own script and writing system. Ge'ez is the first written
language with its own script in the country. Later Amharic developed its own writing
system adopting it from Ge'ez language. Currently, The Ge'ez script, known as the
Ethiopic script or fidel, is used for several Ethiopian languages that have developed
their writing system based on it such as Tigrigna, Harari, Argoba, Gurage, etc. The main
objective of this study is to investigate and analyze the potential of using fidel for any
of the indigenous languages spoken in the country. The study presents linguistic criteria
used in the selection of a script for any language and presents that the Ethiopic script or
fiddl is a viable candidate for use for Ethiopian languages. The data for the study were
gathered from both primary and secondary sources and employed the computational
theory of writing systems as a theoretical framework. The study presents a brief overview
of African writing systems and the patterns and rationale behind script choice in writing
Ethiopian languages in the past two decades and half. The study outlines the linguistic
as well as nonlinguistic criteria that are considered in the development of orthographies.
Based on these criteria, the study presents how the Ethiopic script is a viable option
for writing Ethiopian languages. The study argues against the narratives that led to the
choice of Latin script as a basis of orthography development in Ethiopia.

Key words: Ethiopic script, Latin script, Writing systems.
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e ® 5L | oVlILYY oVl ILY 4T LVLILYS bhodl O LU WYY LoVLILY LBPLS bVLVLY | rasdWhpd | f2bao VS| )

ABFLE Vbd TV LIt LVIIS YUY dbodd S4B 9T~ HIWLY

L VTN B T PR NS

C

A¥T0) TGS 9°CI°C

ANGETEE

AR e b ACOLET TG Rl P
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ALY £7EDT @L Ad® ALLT hWATCE S 4LLA LAY @8 AL PONST O
188 °ILIm OIA PGS PGS €0 AT A LIV AN ATSPID ATS
Calea e LLA NATMEN @R, AT £TRPLT LLA TS ALINTIN AL TAY®
POLAD: 10 BUTII NATCR S LLAN AamPPI® AL PALTIS ChCXR LT
&HLA Chmeoo-3 0GL hAThER £IRPT 3GI4 00T ALTT Phmbo
ATLI° PAYCE NAA oAl L9° h0eth @B PaT £TERDT NANHT D
gtmeaot ALY 10 0L AL PONST®I° CAleASe LHLA PASANTS
+GONT CHoo'l AaoAP+t ARTA QALY L ALT oo'he AAN7E PoLAM
h2G 24 AN 1@ hHWY° O FaT14 077 A 091N R V7T DadHeA
&L LAT AL LAATA PULA ANHPT70.L9° W AENTEI® CFeonl h:

LY ANAM oolB L/C TAUT 19°F (THFTD) MaA4eXe BANAT nwaT
AN haea e LLA LAY AL7 Aoomdd® N 70111 P04 181G ATL
FC ¢tmen v DAV OPF P Pan NPT STo-: AAM+ haTe4 ¢
LLA LAT ADTRHC Ad&G A%A° Adq 9°CI°C AL SAAN N0
NL/C ANg- (THFIB) 9°A PI°CI°CS Chané- r24-PT9° AR W78 tavphtar
Ch X eT LA LA TIAC MDY TRAC Aoom+d® AT AB.0 hP4.I
ao PN AAD- AL PRI PPLND ALTTT WILES UAHE L5 0T
0AL7 W99 ATINHES L7027 Aao®IC BPATPAT P2LAM- ANNA (. T17
NACIE 4G IEPT ACI°TT Aao®IC PALTT LA aome?VT @ AT INHE Y
Aao®ICI° T ATTINN ALG 1 TD A78. A.MPOVPFD AAPII°::

OEN7 A780Paomar CaGsn UIC NPA NTHI@- PO £7% ATY, ha-CT PO
Ch NCAT@- NLLLCTT T33P 8B4 0T oLd wol 981 PR
2CUT RIL Hdamint SmPAN: AICHI° PATINTT PECoDIS CLLINLT
LPOT LA AAACT AL TLONT AWTL NG £ (WENTE APET 1K Z):

&. PAOXET bl AUNT® RILPT oome9® ooFir

+L9° AN Noomy CHavAn 107 TI0TI° U-A-9° PULE £IRPT CTRNT
&L oW/l hECID PPLENT@® T £9°0 AL aow/lidt £RL1 PPL-AT @
P4LA MNP aoCrar @L Advd 7127 LTAN P7LA7 hAN 4 h&CT7?
NAU1-AOT aoCeh hoT7rt héhS hPCh ahf ATolhEA® A7SNOPAT::
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&.8. h”1-AQh ooCeh

PaTCX L LLA PI°INMD- a0Cavl @ ATAT ILAT° ALTICT D ALINTDA CINL-*
U1k WP E9°C 06, PA NS W75 2COT O FMPNT PLLTDT LHLA
102 g AN, Al hANET 0L ANLT WAl CHPPATO- 11CT
LGS LU TLTEP 1o: 1IC 17 CHeamla: &HLA PhACHS LA 1D
ATICES AT NH PUE £TIRDT CAACHRET LA NoomebI® LT M7
PANE COT LTLPA: LU ATCELP LHLA L1° AMNT Ph &P
RIEDT U ATLP RIRDTE P90 AKCE THIERG NART ALINTDA
ATLTLTN CAVI-ANT oo-@ @LOMMA:: AHY LA EOLDTIC PANCT
STm:: L T8 ¢79.8CN VIC NPA £7E DT ChACXET &LA TmPaod DL
AhG TLITD ANTI® &LLAT Aaome9® Po.LN%T® 11C PhA ao '}
PALA: PUIC NPA £TEPFFT 21 £9°0 WhCLE NAMHT @ +aodAdgyt
AND-:: AZPAN- ANLTTTNE LT eOL0AT T o mE el AT A od 0Nl
PUIC NPA £IEPT @0T LIFA (NPT ToFI0): Ch-Am-£7 COHLoT1m-£7
CAPLM-£39° T PGLA (e £IEDT P9V LT QAT ST @ ALY
U P NALTE LLA OOT PAI°:: PhTCR LT LA aomean AINVTY
TTL EIOT (PLTEPE PA TIC LA Nav®hA ML X G “1ALT7 L PAA::

P e e O P7AH &L ATMPI® OO TANHT hI ATMeoING
TN AR LLA NTLPLRNT £ PLI°0 OMCEL hIAC P7L.00T LTHGA
(ao-0ebt RETE: KRR

AZ°AN, CACIE &7 ChCXET &HLA Nmed° /dh/ PULADT TRl £I°0
Aao@h AAE Pa NPT LHLA PTlmbar. £ILPT CLmbav0TT /%]
UL hABN FRL £9°0 hao@mC @-6h, AN EI°PT PATCI° TanTé
bMé NATEXE &LA A®hA LTAN:: &Y +29° (\AI® aowldt T9°VCT
NACPT ALATGS R WG P40 NACT VAR ©L9° A +HL"9° PAT°TI°
TIC OMhACXE LHLA INC PFAL@:: HTI° 904001 (HLTT hwiC
1@ ALY aoomed° WTEF PAAD aohhe (T1PLAN LLAT heh P -
PLLIT: AT°AN NACTF D PALT &LA AL ARYTT ANT@ &9°F hS4.0

U ARAPRe &32DT CLLA M ALT MO PATCHE LA N°LA CAN 01942 NAA hadl7 AL

AP (HhNL PAG oo&F &7 (19N AL NOAC 8C ALH2E 9A9° Adq 1A PHORU-TT PG
®Lb Tt APCO N oo PP DA Ll TGE QLT Goot OhC SC 909° Adq 1A AL A7884CAN
1@ PO AL (AR e LLA AL POLLLCIDT P T4t Hood @13PA A A +w D NPtk
CINLD PLLA FAAT aoPPL-P LI AL LA LALA:
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£9°9F AagomhA U-AT °ARFTF Noeomeb9® ho9°nt NAL LI°PTF avem(;
CME PN NaTCHe &LA N7 17 9°739° 909 Temé 24 ALNEATD
aMPI® ATLTLFN LALA::

CHoo G PNPT w78 AE'E U-A £9°07 Nong 219° @LI° P91.LAL I°AnTT7
Noome9® PA MG 22COET “10he LFAN: K I 77 028t AT
oL AT Noo9°HH &LAT TITAAT AN, ALLAT:: AANTT PUA
Phé7 ACT® XL L9°0T aow/lct £RLUT ALY ALATTT T AraoAhT
(LANTE AEARBT 1R £0):

The recommended orthography of Oromo

Upper case ABC'ChDDhEFGHIJKK’LMN
Lower case abc’chddhefghijkk’lmn
Letter name [a] [ba] [c’a] [t[’a] [da] [da] [e] [fa] [ga] [ha] [i] [d3a] [ka] [k’a] [la]

[ma] [na]

Upper case NyOPP°RSShTT'UVWYZZh?

Lower case ny op pr s shtt u v w y z zh ?

Letter name [pa] [o] [pa] [p’a] [ra] [sa] [fa ] [ta] [t"a] [u] [va] [wa] [ja] [za] [3a][?a]
PATEKE &L ABCIF XT%
AR P /a-C/F &-ph/i/&-db/F/P-K/F [F-ng/ /-t /Ti-sh/

PTAPLATIY
Pt/ ks E b/ /8-d/E [9-g/t (-5 0=/ T2/ [0-h/F 10-ts'] [/ F
19/ I (Gl 1) F [ @ew]

ALY AL D HIAAD: 9°AA ATLIPTLEM CACICE T &HLA TTL £9°0 A TCX$
LEA NIOAAN P°SANTI® ha7& &LA h /&) GvHEC PAI°I9° “InthhA
U-A-9° £I°0F AACXE &LA ovbht SFAN:: NALT 77 hAL A78C10:
N A%8.0 °ARPT oo&mC LALANIN: PANG H& N 1ICTT hht
SLEHA: At NM@8.LO APA OhéT 777C MmPOAD G4+
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PA N HE COMPT H& A8 AN 101 AchG LT SANES
1 PRI hANTE haoAhivl T AI0GTTE PPANTTICICOAT
AS MA 20AP TICT ao0R 1@ AL ARG 22COT T
ATPOPALTET AS  AANT NCART COLLAPICTNT HE 1o
Ad@ AN NFTL £9°0 4HPSNC POLINANT 1@+ hH.w?° NNAM
FNP VT P9LeAL WAL OL TN PTLAIICNT -
(MM®-8.P07 AF0)::

N?NEH -T8: PhTPES 4.LA

Ge ez | Ko el | Balix | Hak e I .i"r_::]fif.-. Sadis | Sak e
& i [] a 3 L o
h | o - o [ I3 u T4
l N - ' L1 e & A=
B | oh P i, h e h |
|'m | oo oo -y -y -3 ol e
s | wae e -y, -y g o o
r | & - < & & C -
s |0 e n -‘h . N In
qa |+ |® |4 |+ + E
B |m - . n n T m
K - L ] b H - b | & 4=
e % | = > = - -
o | ™ % T | = > -
a | A | A s M 8 F
| h h h. f h. n h
wo | am i | & * L L ~
2 | o o | % o 9 3 F
=z |m H- I M L T "
¥ v " | = i 4 = i o
d = - | & 5 E N = ~
g |7 P+ L e T -3 4
L o = o, oy ke - el
IENEN l A A E Y A |[® -1
i= | R | R . R_ R o =
s (1] B q. T L 3 & P
f F - | s = - L3 L~
|p | T " | = a [ ¥ ?"'

hrLr bHLA AR NE NIMPI® h At AT aoChed® ONIC CTALE I°U-C- 77
TAtG APAN CNLTHAN ALTINE P27 ANGE C2°AEhA ARTINE AT AN
ALTING CaATTHC7 08, ARTN Ao DTG TIO+HG 7729710 I° 047 SIAAN-
(40977 THEEL: 1R gPiro)::
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CrTL L£9°0 TNP TS CHY? Otaodnt M2COT Rdvd AZTIACT N4LAT°
Gt dw hA@-:: LENT Noomeb9® 45N, TANPT7 7100 SFAN: A AN
N0 £3% AL OHGAN7T TP CASANT CHoot AL AL U &LEAT
Ngo& 9™ L9°07 9401 LFAA:: 9°AN=

n.OA, bissi ' pl a ¢ e n t a ’
0ATTE sooppe ‘fontanel’

LENT aoMPI°® N1 AT aoCeh AFAC NN AAYTT 1TOT 27721 SFAN:
:PUIC NPA £IRDTT NPAN Ao?IC W38 +G24 PAADT LLAS &£k
ATITGT W% 980T V1P 4LA Nmboav. LPAN: LLA AAA4S AN
A7 980 QA N AGe?ICI Y ACINETIC PAAN 1@ A NirA LA
FGAG AN, AT AR P91.04L OA T A 03 QATTI24.8 AN +mA

PCOT LALIA: NANY &HLAT TAT @L AL PITLENT 9°79° G2 /7”4
A7 ALTIN C1L14. ANCTY TIC PA9° C2°Ath @-A'L QAT PG

Z.E hordrt 2148 WG

VSN (ATET 1% F40) ha-AING (I0FIH) MPO ATLTLAD PLLA ool
NPT CLANT®7 &HLA NFFALI® AL LAP LLAT AavI°LT L7 I T -
&L POV 9148 Noo ' 1@ ANd-WAT NTONE A ANEDT hI° 0T
LADIS hPD ALCO N, &L avR4:. T3P PhAhl-mdT “171HS Fén
ALTANCTE ATLTLTA NTINN AL 11 AT 29140

ATLHY 987k 40T £TE NN LA CaomeId® €A Nhasiéha-£7 NI
NPl e8P 1@ NI 17 NPT THL2TF HRAOT AC1PP SC Av9° 1A
991 PATL S AIPPAT TS PCHA::

ImPNe

ChTCRE LEA CATCX LD A PO T PI°CI°C S PEANTS VAT 1@-::
nTORE 06, LLAT P40, TCT P40, Hooy aeImC Ol P7LAD- U-A-
PR e APO T TONG CEANEST CP TS TAPT 71048 10 TIC
eI 77 MAE PPAADT ATPA ... DTG 1@ ALY TG O hmeim- 124
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haN 0TS (APE) P4mim b TEENSA PAMGE N 784 haN Y-
PGk T3 P04 HLT CTNFA 1o

PTGt aolBDT +avloUD ALLEN PLA @L TIN MLEE PINTTT DLBS
NeN-N AAAT htwoeVF@® AhANPT CHALR 7% TGLPT  ovlB
AR 2T OO0 ST IH62749° N TALE avR hE TG PR dvG: aol ED:
ntovl-o14®- CONT hOAT 9°ANS PTG Povl8 ool ©HE AZT00N
+PnGN: (LY TG CATPRe &HLA AUVIC NPA £7EDPT U0 P4LA
MG a0y STAN ALTAI®? hALTS ha e e L&A AVIC (PN &£77d DT
N&LATF Acome9® Ok 9°n783P 10? LY Wef £a HChatT 9° e Tm
LT 10? PULADT Aao Pt PRGN UIC NP £TEPTTT LLANT
Noom+9® L Add NLLT POLTLDT “1NEPT 7°AENRS A1 ANSP
425 ATINCTI° TI°G N UN9° A CRLR PL0T LA NI hUIC
ATETES 1Yk OC CA@7 HFONC POAM CPMTRLPA: N HERTILI® WIS
907 &N avmdbav. ARAAG 2COT9° ATI°VCT RARN HIETI° NAMPAL
NVIC L£LE ATLLLT P74 NIOST @M1 a2 HrF BTLPA::

PoY19° £k LLA OO aoAAN ANNANFLLINT &40 oo Ago-p- CAAD-T
&1k LHLA AMAA ®LI ALTIA ALTAI: LTS ARIE £IE LLA
N7PCR CLIRDT 221 £9°0 NN AT NRIRD A1 £9°0 Ah &LA
PR LMNPNGA: AD- AND aoAND LANT ANAI° 2999C LU TFAD- ARt
NAh A0NGT @29° THA AN 10 AL TEI® LEA ovPLlX WISV 10+
2 DAH &HLA PHPLANT NAN OA T hmPPoo- €794 PN 10 A9
&L oo hTFAI: UNI° TPI° UN9° 724 nNT-::

ATICT 17 &L OPLANT NAh ALTT N7AaH An 0A T 484 (.£hé-nC
FEN: AAA NTAH w AG O OHALE TRL LT STm:: DALY A78.779°
P ALFAIC: NPAT @O0T CTFCTI° AR LavMp:: A9°AM: Wi
At @M 10 (b TINT L° (L 1 NACICE D PNV FTL LICOT
aoAPPt PHAP FCTI° ALarMPP:: PNTLEIC ALTICE MG (P CTALR
KL LI PUlmboo. PAT GT®:: NANLY WiP/0ld CP7LADT PN ATICK
+G06 WEE PN ALCT DATLavAnt®: 78 FTL £9°0 (LPING AT ANF
aoMPI° (LI N POLLTLD TIAC PAI°:: ©TAH +G.94 17 ALWCH PHALE PAt
STm:: 75 NAICE %4 OHooG T P44 NN Lnoop P OAA &LA7
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ook APLOAATDI® POL0AD PN &LAT hbin F@AS IPSANT
PbLav. X 62T W0 Aovl St AT8LTIC aom7bd LHLANIA NPLA 10

TY39° LHLA N0 I°NA 10 TINT COTFIE-N: PhTILT €78 LLA AMAD
&Ik LLA ALCT AoomP9° OO TTL LIPPT AL TINthhe 97847
POLAIN: CALE T &L TEAT AT17IAT (P TRD AS%O £9°0 Aogo@hA
NNl CATCXE £IEDT AL PoULLIMT avpd- avaopnt: N4 S THGA:
AV AOAIC OVETT AL &AL AmPPI® NALLD: +AAT 9°n7 e
NAZI0NE €78 CoomIC TINHTIC 18T AL CantA®- TIC PAN h@LAT ::
AL (974 PP ANH: +H2142F @L ATIVHT D hoom: (HapAqge, L9°0 T
A0 1L AL NH AJF14- @3-PA::

NANLY P&LLAT 7T T&AT ALIATT AUNI® £T7EDLTF WIATAT NTLATOT
e P21 AOT ao-f N7LLATTHNT oow/l 3P 6@+ aowlt wPPT7
aoMbav- PUUNE LoodAA:: ChACRE £IERPT UN NATCRLPD 4LA
N74H P4&LA MNZ1T Nndao A7 (@ hé-t £ A €78 0?IC LEATD
PoLeMSA né-Ov @ CAT7 To T &HLAT NF HGA: QALY PUIC NPA
£IELDTFT (oo?IC N7INF2T4 1T N Té ooqich, AT STAN: LU
PaleXe NF ARLTT PhAGLNS PIA° PCOHG ChATTXLI hdrl- CNIm7
LHLA ATIPCT LGN

PHLY 929 OGS 2t N7%3 ALTHT 428G 7ML AL hboolhed
PEIE G4 ANTANN ®L goANI°® APAen,  CovAntPA: NAHY
CatCHET HLA oombon- (INH: oo A MPL, 10+ Hé NALT €474 Phe
£7E TG IEPT CATINHT D7 LA C 7 éy HNA@- +9°L®- hhhA (cocacola)
PULADT CATINHT PO gm, A NAD- 0770 ADch-T hR8LT9° 'ING::

ML GAP &HLAT aomed® PULNEATT PS PS TPI°T L5 AN
8) UVIC M+PA 0@-+175 PUIC PCHT LALIA

€) PUIC NPA £ILPTT NPAN AGoTIC W25 15246 CAADT 4LAS £
ATITS T W& 98T U16-P &LA Lmdbav. SPAAN

) &LA hAA4-S nIO00 A7L L7 OA T Ace®IC TINHTIC 2PAN
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0) &LA FGANS ASUN, DAL AR PULLAL OA Ty N 0 NATTL4E
ANZ MmO LMmPoIA::

DALY A NT2PT 1IC AL TALLT AAT CLONTOT AT8B 17 A&A aohmt
PANTI°:: N9N0L LA CLanCIM7 P07 #24- Né-0 VAT Cao 130T /24 dL
EIEDTFII N19°NF (-ATT LA VIC NP £TEPFTT PoINLT 17¢-
TONLT oot A8 U MNLF RS NMHLEE TP9° PUIC UG
PCOT KNG hooamT aodmAl EmParGA: LMOPNGTAI: hUif (AEh:
1% 0) C4LA @ N7LAD TSIHT@ AL AL MPhT Wi £ Pl
N718AM-S £N0L N1 °Ant aomeb9° h€aol. 0 NP0 hé-0- PO 08
APOM oY1k hhd- APLM LULSA Ar8AT PATI® O0LA LV ASLTY
amiPP SNA::

NNLTAN N2 ChTCRE LENT hanP+9® Ntovhit O PCOG 17117
ASITFD L ALT PONS AGd-T avlSPTF NLTN AT LA ATeA P
0407 LHLA NaoMP9® NE-A9° hdd ALGLNI° AP &LAT 0199241
TAP 915 ovmat LmNPAFA: ALY L29° hi-ént h7°akhs herrrl
TeE IC ALLHD P1-8% NALET 2IAT9° PeIe@ G 6P P12 M
PTG AAao-2 DT AG oo 72 017110 ALm'rT 2102 AANANLE U-A-9°
®IEDT 0L Ach® ALLT ChTCXLT LHLA NN ATLT 0419 oome9®
@ 0PLNT@ aoy1& N AR S 060, 420 PAT UIC ST C2LA0
AN Fén TS aodlol: P18PC LD 10D

A7% Gdu® hAN APaT COLTAD NLLA PLAPTFTT HLP w7 19
B NAT ATOLL AToohnC LATTVTM39° PLEA PLA 1LAT NE-OT7
aoy1LG DAAT AR 1A 0D TR AL 1S AR AN A DL
IC NHLPH AGSNPS 9N9° AdE ITMaoGT79° aod i F LN N Han"149°
Polaoant@- &I T 900N PUIC NPA O@-PPFTTT NIALDG 0,04
Noom+9® 41L& PPNh-A7 “0.G avm@t LTCNFA: NLLA AMPPI°® 4P
0Né: TGPT AhSOr 02mao- FICTI° AL (é U1L-PS 90N9° hb4-P PTG
MHLT MTIE+ 9067 0182 B4 MN&D ATS.OLRNT av 77 19° Ty
PoooAvt® A AL aoemC STCNFA::
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PN, PAWGT

goNL AN ML ATTrRA: (BF): MATERS PovEavlPm Pavd hG: P80
TC19° N7hH 3% NCATS OAF° 994998 (L

g ea9g°:: (Tugird):: s2C%t Adod @-Led:: PheN AM RLICAA:
I YL-F TTUC F el T F(B)F IR TE — b

FhA o0 (REIE): PATPAS AT T 4.hI° T11o0e Mt
NN L0 (BRI): P AMPPI® N4TPEL: HCLH THTLe 0

TVCT TLLNIC (BED): NAAPES TIVCT PUINTOTF®- PAT oo@F
PIPDF vlE: NamPAL TIUCT HCE PAS oG PATINHE
&3k FIVCT ATIF BRLNTLT PNIE:

N&1 OAL NEA(AAP):(THFIE):: 0 chd. NPAD- DTN @aoHIN PAT B0 =
ACEOER 9oL (L

alg- qPA:: (T#8):: PAZICE PTG T Ad6T NATCRLEP &HLA A1 T
o Lhé-HE av vy STFAN:: NATER S P4 “IINT (TC THFs).:

ARI°C NV T:: (RR): PATPAL 48A FCh AT 5N Hoo3: A80 AN AN
P V1L N

ANLD PRO@-: (THFIR):: PR9° oo PhIPHEL 4LA aowl]s
oS @40 Whaod- Dl KO 9198 o

1IN PPClc: (REE):: “74FA P HAAT THT:: WIS avRh&. T INL P50

HCS SP1 AL hG: 10948 o0 -0 PN HAN7  7AT:: NCATT NA°
I N Q| % AE

BEi0): ARTPRE BT ¢FOm PA aom@P (TP

Gl P0G (BPB): ATCHP 4LA: e 11908 0,
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CaTeR e W ACNELT TST ovRdel - L7 (7HVE ZFID) TSTS 9°CI°C “Tahd “10L P57
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