Journal of Ethiopian Church Studies, No.3 (August 20@3}esearch Centre Mahibere Kidusan



65  Buruk Wolde MichaelTreasures of the Lake Zeway Churches and Monastery, South Central Ethiopia

Treasures of the Lake Zeway Churches and Monastery,
South Central Ethiopia

Buruk Wolde Michael *
an il X9

PHPL heP ANft ACHLLSTS 189° AE7 @& PP hA0d-T hAhh NES
A/ haohea-T ahh TALE 1Pt PEOT PTLeMPAN PhteX P
ACTLAN TPHL MLANCHELT PoohnAT®- Hoed PCOTT PPH GT@m:: AYHY
PCOT NIF®S NIEE@® oof HAGA Hoo? OO+ ACHELLE AL OHhw- o
Paond-S L0901t Haoy 9°n7f1 7P PLAET ho-Lavl AaoFL79 (LA
A0 AL ha- ANet aChLes T AN @f hed LT PRI ST
hWPCOE NAMHE D F02F APTHE N20N 9°226P hAeRe PO NHAL
GSHL T ao&5L909° WI0F AOh dheor P40 2Lhad: DIAS (ACA) P50
10CLO AP Adh A (oo h9T AmN) PES0 “Lhad £ NHPTE ANet
neoLeSt  FORFTFo nHPE hed ANt nCateSTS 1890 o to-
ehtna ST BARTI® N9°2260F AAPKE NhiC PoLTTm P3-Ad: PRAN,
P50 MChA 159° F0F hatH PHPL heP aANgtT hCHLLSTS 159°
+onL ChthA 1@ MAUE W hATLR $L9° 1 J031 144 0CO O9°r T
F03F (hed anf+t aCHELSTHS 189° L2150 INE-G aoAh& T 41L& L9
T AALS 0% ANY LTIN NABAN o3 @Lé P PMC ao@1be
CE3 Naoht AZCEIN 17071 P4 TFo- vt 200 LNS0LPT ¢+
NAY A NHPL hePd anet ACH-LLS TS 189° 1o N Hean149° PPOTHS A0
At AhFTT NCHC LR VFPARE W8P PRLIMDTT ook hG9°
L5799 0% 9°LAR LT NHPL hed ANt ACHLLSTS 189° 1o
NAvT L POl ANSt ACHELS T ACO AP0t T2 PNE-S
g PAT® AWPT DI avhhd 1A $84F: aoXdhd. WSS 1A
20N 070G LT PLmen STFos: 0Ok PALT T PCR T
aNPAT: Ak T 00-LTF 72T Ho8 Ak WHCT0S a0k Ay
ATCEh  aok9P Nh@E ANPt ACHELST P7UTT ANT tmPh PCOT
G-

* Lecturer at Jimma University, Department of History and Heritage Management

Journal of Ethiopian Church Studies, No.3 (August 20@3}esearch Centre Mahibere Kidusan



JECS, No.3 (August 2013) 66

1. Introduction
1.1 Lake Zeway:

An Overview

Lake Zeway is situated in one of the seven Rift Valley Lakes of Ethiopia. It is found at
the northern tip of the lakes’ regidrit is located at a distance of about 16Qlsmuth of
Addis Ababa on the main road to the town of Shashenigvlere specifically, it lies to

the east of Zeway town, west 8&ella town, south of Mount Bora and north of Mount Alfitto.

The Lake is roughly heart-shapembvering an area of 434Knflts average depth is 4m

and it is the shallowest lake among the seven. In terms of its altitude, however, it is found
at the highest elevation in the Rift Valley region located at a height of about 1846m
above sea levél.

The Lake is fed by two major rivers: Meki and Ketar. The Meki River arises from the
Gurage highlands to the northwest and drains into the Lake at its northern edge, while the
Ketar river arises from the Arsi plateau to the east and drains into the Lake at its
northeastern edge. This inflow is balanced by the outflow of the Bulbula River at the
south western edge draining into another Rift Valley lakbiyata®

The water surface of the Lake is marked by five volcanic islands which are commonly
called Galila, Dabra Sindad¢a, Fundurro and Tullu GuddoThe names of the first

two islands are of biblical origin: Galilee and Mount Sinai respectively. While those of
the last three are of Oromo origifidd¢a meaning “acacia island,” Fundurro meaning
“near to the mainland” and Tullu Guddo meaning “big mount#in”.

Paul B. Henze, “Lake Zeway: Southern Christian Outpost and Repository of Medieval EthiopiBnogegdings
of the First International Conference on the History of Ethiopian(Bohdon: Pinder Press, 1989), p.30;
Misfon Woldd Maroyam, An Introductory Geography of Ethiop{@ddis Ababa: Brharonna Slam Printing
Press, 1972), p.48.

3 TumaNadamo, “A History of the Zay in the™and early 20 centuries,” (Addis Ababa University (AAU): BA
History Thesis, 1982),p,ifasfaye Edetto, “Socio-economic life of the Zay with special empbastbe fishing
industry,” (AAU: BA History Thesis, 1988), p.1; Paul B.Henze, “Lake Zeway and its islands: An Ethiopian Lake
where a unique Christian culture has survived since Medieval tirBéisidpian Observervol. 16, no.2
(1973), p.76

4 Tesfaye, p.1; Tuma, p. iv.

®Henze, “Lake Zéway: Southern...”, p.32; Paul B. Herthjopian Journeys: Travels in Ethiopia, 1969-1972
(Addis Ababa: A Division of Shama P.L.C., 2001), p.111; Tuma, p.iv.

®misfin, p.48.

7 Ibid.

8 Henze, “Lake Zeway and it's...” p.76; Henze, “Lake Zéway: Southern ...” p.30; Tuma, pp. iv- v; Tesfaye,

p.1.

°Von Eike HaberlandGAIIA Sud AthiopiengVerlag W. Kohlhammer Gmbh Stuttgart, 1963), p.787; Wolf
Leslau,Zway Ethiopic Documentdarrassowitz Verlag. Wiesbaden, 1999), p.xvi; Henze, “Lake Zeway:
Southern...” pp.30-33; Henzdthiopian..p.111; Tuma, p.v; Henze, “Lake Zway and its...p.76; Paul
B.Henze, “Notes on Lake Zway and its islands, their people, their culture and their history: An illustrated
lecture at the Institute of Ethiopian Studies (IE®)jthropology Miscellanea(1972), p.1.

10 Henze, “Lake Zway and its...” p.76; Tuma, p.v.
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Their original names are, however, Aysut, Famat (Getesemani) and Bapva
respectively:* and unlike the first two original names, the last original name of Dabra
Seyon is widely used particularly in the spiritual history of the Ladands'? and as its
Oromo name proves, the island of Das§on is the biggest of all the five islands in the

Lake®
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Map of Lake Zewa
Each of the five islands of the Lake houses a single church. The church on Gélila is dedicated
to Kalvnatd Samay (The Priests of HeavEhyyhile that on Dabraina to Dongsl
Marsyam (the Virgin Mary). The church dpadea is dedicated to Father Abraham and
that on Fundurro téArba’etu dnsssa (Four Beasts of the Apocalypse). The pioneering
church at Dabr&osyon is dedicated t§syon Mawyam (St. Mary of Zion), and it is the
site oflg monastery unlike the other four churches (which do not have permanent
clergy).

1 Leslau, Zeway Ethiopic. p.xvi; Henze, “Lake Zway: Southern ...” p.3Ya Zway Dabr&Seyon Gadam
tarikawi amgay ena amasararaAddis Ababa: Bole Printing Press, 1986 E.C.), pl@rmants Banté Walda
-Mareyam, Waldad Amanu’él (W/Amanu’él) Macinfo, Semé Gabra Kidan (G/Kidan), Abund Natna’él, Malaku
Gabra Mareyam(G/ Mareyam), Gabra Masqal (G/Méasqal) Hirpa and Tasfayé Edatto.

2 |nformants: Ibid.; Sergew Hable-Sellassie, “Preservation of the Ethiopian Manuscripts in the Ethiopian
Church,”Papers Prepared for the Seminar of Ethiopian Stu¢li®é5), pp.3-4;Sergew Hable-Sellassie, “The
Problem of Gudit,"Journal of Ethiopian Studiesol.x, no.1 (1972), p.117.

B Tuma, p.v; Henze, “Lake Zway: Southern...”, p.31; Henze, “Lake Zeway and,its76; Yd Zway...p.23;
Spectrum Guide to Ethiopia (Nairobi: Camerapix Publishers International, 1995), p.159.

 Most people usually confuse this name of the Holy Ark with name of the other HolgtATkkls-Haymanot

because of the celebration of the two holy arks on the same date of each month, i.e. Brlslyeoévery

month according to the Ethiopian calendar.

Informants: Ibid.,Badané Tebbéssa, Tasfayé Na&bi, Kidand-Marsyam(K/Mareyam) D&agagadba Asrat

Makuriya, Barréssa Ago, G/Masqal, Walda-Madhen(W/Madhon) Lata, ZarihunTakla-Maroyam, Talafinos

Micco, Aba Laykun Tagan, Zawga Biadané and W/Amanu’él; “Ba Iteyopeya yamigédfiu abyatdkrestiyanat ena

kahenat qgter,” (A Registration book found in the library of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church(EOC) patriarch

office in Addis Ababa); Henze, “Lake Zway and its...”, pp. 78-81; Tuma, p.vii; Tesfaye, p.2; Heake

Zway: Southern...”, pp. 31-33; Leslau, Zway... p.xvi; Henze, “Notes on ...”, p.1.

15
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1.2 Statement of the Problem

Even though it is frequently mentioned in academic literatures that the Lake Zeway
churches and the monastery harbor invaluable religious treasures of the EOTC - which
were sheltered there during periods of intense persecution intrendiaL§' centuries,
caused by Yodit (also known as Guditdsato) andmam Ahmed lbn Ibrahim al Ghazi
(Known as Gra) respectively -the type and quantities of the treasures harbored in the
lake’s sacred sites are overlooked, or do not receive much attention in most of the literatures.
Even King Sabli Sllase (1813-47) of Shoa is said to have planned to recover the religious
treasures deposited in the Lake Churcired Monastery. His plan remained unsuccessful
because of his fear of the Lake hippopotamus. The basic questions upon which the
present research was conducted were, therefore, the following:

1.what did the treasures harbor in the Lake churches and monastery consist of (i.e. if
possible, their list and quantity)?

2.Which of these treasures are still in existence in the Lake's sacred sites?

3. Which one of the treasures is transferred to other places?

3 Objectives of the study

The purpose of this study is to explore and provide adequate data on the treasures of the
Lake Zeway churches and monastery, and to provide documentation which facilitates
tracing the historical ownership of the treasures.

Specific objectives are:

* to enumerate and describe accurately the treasures of the Lake Zeway churches
and the monastery

¢ to describe how these treasure are documented
¢ to indicate where the treasures are transferred to.

1.4 Significance of the study

The present study is intended to provide the following benefits:

» Providing clear and adequate information on the treasures of Lake Zeway churches
and monastery, thereby filling the gap in the available historical records regarding
the type and quantities of the treasures which were hidden in the Lake churches and
monastery since early times.

« promoting wider knowledge of the treasures, thus to stimulate the tourism industry
concerning visiting sacred sites of the EOC in general, and the lake’s sacred places
in particular thereby facilitating the conservation efforts of historical heritage.

* To lay the foundation for further studies on patrimony of the area, especially the
Lake’s treasures.

1.5 Methodology

In addition to the critical analysis of both archival and literary sources, interviews were
conducted individually with 25 selected informants who were considered to be knowledgeable
concerning relevant issues, using standardized open ended questions Attempts were also
made to make the interviews informal and longitudinal so as to give time and freedom to
the informants to thoroughly think over the questions. All information gathered was, therefore,
crosschecked carefully by interviewing similar informants, referring to archival sources
and reviewing the relevant literature. For controversial issues, informants were interviewed
in groups. The same method was used for issues which were no longer well remembered.
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2. THE TREASURES
2.1 Holy Arks

Despite the absence of sources providing exact numerical information, a large number of
the nearby mainland churches, particularly those stretching from the town of Adama to
that of Shashemene and also those around the town of Assela, are believed to have been
sanctified by the Holy Arks brought from the Lake Zeway churches and the mortastery.
The two most widely known of these mainland churches are the Madhane 'Alam
churches at Adama and Alem Téhathers include @ldusMika’él and QaddusGiyorgis
churches at MekiQaoddusGabre’él church at WayydAbunaTakla Haymanot church at
Abosa *Qaddsst Marsyam andQaddusMika’él churches at Sagine'® ,QaddusGiyorgis

church at Golj# and the two aforementioned churcheefldsst Marayam andQaddus

Mika'él at Adami Tullu and B&ésa respectively. It is nevertheless, impossible to establish
from which of the five Lake churches the Holy Arks of the mainland churches were
taken, except for th@aodus Giyorgis Holy Ark of Meki -Qaddast Maroyam, the Holy

Ark of Adami Tullu andQoddusMika’él Holy Ark of Bo¢ésa which were taken from the
Seyon Masyam church of the monastery of Dalsréyon?* Dangl Marayam church of
Dabréa Sina and Kahatd Samay church of Gélila respectively.

Abba dsawyas, a monk from outside this area, is well remembered for having been
instrumental in bringing most of the above mentioned Holy Arks to mainland churches
from the sacred sites in or around the Lake. He lived in the first half of the twentieth century
and used to make frequent visits to the island churches in order to perform spiritual Services.

Apart from the above mentioned Holy Arks of the nearby mainland churches, one of the
most prominent Holy Arks of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Church, that ost®ull
QaoddusGabre’él, also traces its origins to the Lake Zeway churches, specifically to the
former — Tabot&lyyasus Church of the monastery of DaBsiton?* The Holy Ark was
brought to the island together with the Holy Ark of the Covenant during the years of destruction
wrought by Yodi® When the Holy Ark of the Covenant was returned to Aksum,
however, the Holy Ark of Gabil, which was believed to have been engraved by St.
Mark the evangelist was left at the island church without being noti¢ed.

 |nformants Banté, Semé G/Kidan, Malaku, G/Masqal, Tasfayé Nabi, Tasfayé Edatto, Ziwgs, Bidané,
Barréssa, Fayiso Féllo, Hinséné Waqé, W/Mika’él Jima, Aba Asrat, H/Giyorgis Asé, K/Mareyam Digaga,
Tadéassa Asé, Zarihun and Talafinos; ErgataQal, p.8.

7 Informants: Ibid., except W/Mika’él, H/Giyorgis, K/Mareyam and Tadéssé.

%8 pid., W/Mika’él, H/Giyorgis, K/Mareyam and Tadéssa.

9 bid., except Tasfayé Edatto, Fayiso, Hinséné, H/Giyorgis, K/Mareyam and Tad&ss3.

2 bid., Tasfayé Edatto, Fayiso, Hinséné, H /Giyorgis, K/Mareyam, Tadssa but W/Mika’él.

2 “M3zsehafa Genzat,” At the same island monastery of Dibra Seyon. The church was established in 1932/33.

2 nformants: Ibid., W/Mika’él.

2 |bid. It was the same monliba Isayeyas, who took the abo@ddusGiyorgis holy ark of Meki from the
Soyon Mareyam church of the monastery of Daesion in 1932/33. SeéMiasehafd Genzat” of the same
island monastery.

24 Informants: Ibid. Abund Natna’él. Initially, the church at the monastery of Dabré Seyon was dedicated to the
holy ark of Tabotd dyyasus. It was Emperor Milk Il, who later changed andedicated the church to the
holy ark of St Mary of Zion in the 1890s.

> Ergats-Qal, p.8; Dane’él Kebrat, Yd Bétdkrestiyan Mdérdjawoc (Addis Abdba: Mahebara Qedusan, 1999 E.C.)

pp. 203 and 402.
% Ergats-Qal, p.8; Yd Zway. . p.31.
" Dane’él, p.203; Ergats-Qal, p.8.
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Later, a hermit calleddbbalewi was sent from Aksum to returthis Holy Ark from the

island church?® The hermit, nevertheless, did not go back to Aksum carrying the Holy
Ark; instead he went to Qulbbi near Harar led by divine providence. He stayed at
Qullabbi until his death keeping the Holy Ark with due respect in a certain cave in the
region. On the eve of his death, he left a note on a flat stone close to the cave bringing
attention to the existence of the Holy Ark of Ga#rhidden in this area; prophesying
concerning the future prominence of the place due to the great miracles which would be
wrought by the Holy Ark among the Orthodox faithftl.

The engraved note left by the hermAlhalLewi, was discovered by a small group of clergymen
migrating across the area of Qibi due to the persecution of the forcesAatal during

the 18" century conflict. They copied the inscription on one of the manuscripts they carried
for safekeepingMéashafa Qalaminos They finally placed this manuscript in the Lake
Zewaymonastery of Dabirgoyon from which the aforementioned Holy Ark of Galbt

had been removeld.WhenRasMéakonron Walda Mika'el, founder of the later church,
read this manuscript after bringing it from the island monastery, he found th& note.
Consequently, he built an abode for the Ark at §pll and dedicated the building to the
Archangel Gabre’él on 35July 1893* The Holy Ark had by then been discovered at the
Kahonatd Samay church of Azh&gugu in Bulga where it had been taken from its previous
location at the cave in Qubbi*

Despite having lost most of their original deposit of Holy Arks in order to facilitate the
foundation of numerous mainland churches as discussed above, the Lake Zeway churches
still possess a significant number of Holy Arks. Below is a table representing the number
of Holy Arks owned by each of the island sacred places.

Name of the island church Number of Holy
Arks possessed
Galila Kahvnata Samay 4%
Dé&bra Sina Bngel Marsyam 14%
DabraSsyon Qaddast Marsyam 18%°
Fundurro Arb&tu dnsbsa 2%
Tad&a Abrham 10%®
Total 48

% |bid. (Both sources)ya Zway. . p.31.

* Dane’él, pp. 203-204; Ergata Qal, p.8; Yd Zway... p.31.

* Dane’él, p.204.

3 Ibid.;Ergata Qal, p.8.

32 Ergdta-Qal, p.8; “Ba lteyopeya Yamigdiiu. . .” Seeming typing error, the year in the compiled work of Dane’él is
stated as 1892. The month is, however, the same. Dane’él, p.205. The time stated in the published material of the

3 Dane’él, p. 204; Ergata-Qal, p.8.

3 Informants: Tasfayé Nabi and Zawga.

3 |bid., AbrehamGibrs Sellase.

* Informants: Ibid., only Banté, Malaku, G/Masqal, Zirihun and Tilafinos; “YdZwayDabra-Seyon Qddost 37
Maroyam Géadamarikawi gorsagersena yaqu'anmebrat zerzer,” (A letter by which the treasures and fixed
assets of the island monastery have been transferred to the @egeGtibdz, Mdmor Malaku G/Marayam,
andis also found in the hand of the same head of priests).

37 Informants: Aba “Asrat and H/Giyorgis.

% Informants:K/Mareyam, Kafani ljaro and Tad&ssa
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Of the eighteen Holy Arks found at the main repository ofSth@n Mamyam Church of
DabraSayon, two are new. They were endowed by the present ArchbishopaNatna’el*

2.2 MANUSCRIPTS

In a similar manner to the numerous Holy Arks, a number of the rare manuscripts of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Iwahodo Church also trace their origin to the Lake Zeway
Churches and Monastery. While investigating the treasures of the island churches of Lake
Zeway in the late Tcentury, Emperor Minilik Il found an important book expounding

the unity of the two natures: divine and human in the person of Jesus Christ, the principle
of Tewahido(“Union”).*’ The chronicler, Gebetellase, remarked that the news of the
discovery of this book was heard as far away as the four corners of the country, obliging
a large number of adherents of other Christological beliefssaselodatYa Saga Lej
(“Three Births”/“Son of Grace®} and theQasbat (“Unctionists”f*? to accept re-baptism in

the original faith oHulat Lodat (“Two Births”),*® more commonly known a&iwahado.*

Gabra Sllase further described in another chapter of his chronicle, how the lsphail
Nagast(Book of the Glory of Kings) of Emperorohna Dngol, which a certain monk
brought from the island church of Lake Zeway(presumablyStyen Mawnyam church

of DabraSeyon because of its accumulation of a great number of the Lake manuscripts),
that caused the then King Minilik of Shoa to found his royal camp of Entoto in 1881. This
was because the book enshrined the prophesied information about Minilik’'s rule of the
countr;gsafter Emperor Yohannes IV (r. 1872- 1889) and the establishment of his capital at
dntoto.

As noted in the discussion abolgsehafa Qalaméros whose attached short note motivated
Ras Mekonnen to establish of th@®addus Géabre’él Church at Qulbbi, was also
discovered in one of the same Lake Zeway churches, specifically fayba Manyam
Church of the Monastery of Dabgayon.

39 Informants: Abund Natna’él, Malaku, Banté, G/Méasqal, Zarihun and Talafinos.

% Sahafé TezaBabra—Sellassd,arikd Zaman za Dagmawi Miik Noguséa Nagast za Ethiopi@ddis Ababa:
Artistic Printing Press, 1959 E.C.), pp.202-203.

“1This was the religious principle arguing that the birth of Jesus Christ was thrice as its name indicates: eternal
birth from the Father, genetic birth from the Virgin Mary and birth from the Holy Ghost while getting
baptized in the River Jordan. It is because it believed that Jesus Christ became the son of Grace when he got
birth from the Holy Ghost in the River Jordan that the religious principle was alternatively Yalfgda
Lej. AbaGorgoreyos, pp. 90-91; Sergew, “The Period...... ” p.32.

2 This was the other religions principle which argued that Jesus Christ became God the Son in the womb of

the Virgin Mary by “Unction”. Aba Gorgorayos, p. 91; Srgow, “The Period. . .”, p.32.

3 This is the governing creed of the EOTC underlining that the birth of Jesus Christ is twice: eternal birth from
the Father without having mother before the creation of the World and genetic birth from the Virgin Mary
without having father after the creation of the Wokta Gorgoreyos, pp. 87-92;08pw, “The Period...”

p.32; V.C. Samuel, “The Faith of the Churchitie Church of Ethiopia: A Panorama of History and Spiritual
Life (Addis Ababa: Brhanenna Sam Printing Enterprise, 1997), pp.43-51.

4 Gabra Sellassé, p.203.

5 |bid. pp. 96-97. For Pankhurst’s review of this issue, see Richard Panlfeostmic History of Ethiopia:
1800-1935Addis Ababa: Haile Sillassie | University Press, 1968), pp.697-698.

Ibid.,p.77; Yalma Daréssaya Iteyopeya Tarik ba Asrasedestév Kefla Zaméar{Addis Ababa: Brhanenna
Solam Printing Press, 1959 E.C.), p.119.
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The most recently discovered rare manuscripts of the Lake Zeway churches are the two
Ge’ez letters of Queetilleni and Emperor sbna Dongel.*® The letter ofdlleni was sent

to King Dom Manuel | of Portugal by an ambassador named Math&£s09 due to the
increasing pressure of the lowland Muslim foré&Ehe second letter of Lebna Dengel to
King Dom Juan Il of Portugal was sent with an ambassador named John Bermudes in
1534/35, it was dispatched following the large scale war of the Adal lebdem
Ahméd ibn Ibrahinf® The central theme of the letters was request for military support
against the expanding lowland Muslim forces.

These two Ge’ez letters were presented drg8v Habki $sllase at the Fourth International
Conference of Ethiopian Studies held in Rome from 10 to 15 April 1%3&gow notes,

that he found these letters in the possession oQ#s GabafHead of the Priests) of

the AksumSoyon church, Takla Haymanot Walda-Kidan, from whom he similarly collected
the Ge’ez manuscripts dealing with the exile of the Holy Ark of the Covenant in Lake
Islands area. Th@ésa Gabaacquired the two Ge'ez letters from theyon Masvyam
church of the Lake Zeway monastery of DaBsjon with the permission of the then
Archbishop AbunéaLugas 11>

Fragments of one or more old gospel manuscripts brought from the same Lake Zeway
churches (according to Paul Henze from thedfakd Samay Church of Galila) were also
deposited in the Institute of Ethiopian Studies at Addis Ababa University in the f950s.

“6yazway ..p. 33; Ergata-Qal, p.22; Sergew, “The Ge'ez letters ...", p.565.
Sergew Hable-Sellassie, “The Ge'ez letters of Queen Eleni and Libne Dingil to John, king of Portugal,”
Academia Nazionale Dei Lincei: IV Congresso Internazionale di Studi Ethid@ié4), p.566; Pankhurst,
An Introduction to...., p.74.

47 PankhurstAn Introduction to.., p.74.

8 |bid., p.77; Yolma Déaréssaya lteyopeya Tarik ba Asrasedestév Kefla Zaméar(Addis Ababa: Brhanenna

4% Slam Printing Press, 1959 E.C.), p.119.

0 Sergew, “The Ge'ez ...” pp. 547-566aZway..p.33; Ergata Qal, p.22.

®1sergew, “The Ge'ez ..." p.565.

*?Henze, “Lake Zway: Southern ...” p.37
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Fig. 6.1. lllumination from one of the Lake Zeway gospel fragments depifisitébe Institute of
Ethiopian Studies with the identification number of MS IES 2475

After all those were removed for different reasons, the Lake Zeway churches currently
possess about 45 bound manuscripts 42 of which are found &byba Mamyam
Church of the Monastery of Débgayon. Two of the remaining three bound manuscripts
are found at the Dabra Sinasidpl Maroyam church and they are, like the above
mentioned fragmented manuscripts, Gospéisigels® While the last manuscript is
found atTadé&a ’Abroham Church and it is Blashafa Gonzat/Book of Prayers for the
Dead>

The list of the 42 manuscripts found at 8xyon Mamyam Church of Dabr&syon is as
follows:>

3 Informants:Tasfaye Nibi and Ziwg.

** Informants:K/Marayam and Kafani.

> “y3 ZewayDabra Soyon Qvddast Mamyam Gadam tarikawi gsa gssenna...” (Archive inthe hand of the present
Qésd Gabdz, Mdmhare Malaku).
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Name of the manuscript Quantity
GadlaQddusan

Maishafa’Orit

Arba’stuwangel

Mishafd Qddase

Y& Lugas’snnaY&aYohanss Wéangel
Dorsan ZakamaTarakbasa-Masqgal
Mashafa Nagast

Séalota‘stan

Méshafd’Arganon

Gadla Kaleb

’Astawago’ota QalaPawslos
Waoddase€ Amlak

SayfaSollase

Ta’ammpr z& mabletadgzi'absher
Ya zawabr Salot

Raaya Yohanms

’A‘omada Mstir

Mashafa S&’'atat

Méashafadyyob wa-matusala
Mahafa Dawit

Mashafa Mo‘raf

Mashafa Manakosat

Méshafa Ritu‘a Haymanot
Monbab Zawarh Som

Mashafa Gnzat

Mashafa Korostonna

Méshafa Ta’ammra Manyam
Gadla Hawaryat

Géadl&Abuna Géarima

Gadla samu’el

Gobrahomamat

Golbgota

Y&‘amatu Snkoasar

Soma Dggd" a

Mashafa Qedéar

RPRPRPRRPRPRPRREPRPRPRPPEPPWORPNRRPRPRPRPREPRPRREPERPRRELNARER

Total 42

Source:Ya Zeway Dabrgoyon Qddbst Mapyam Gadam tarikawisgsa grsenna ya quimobrat arzor”

(List of the Treasures and Assets of the Monastery of Dilyth Qddbst Mapyam)Gadla
Qaoddusan(Hagiography of the Saints) is the most important of all the manuscripts listed
above. It is the largest of them all measuring 63.5 centimeter in length and 45.7 centimeter
in width® It is one of the rarest manuscripts of the Ethiopian Orthodwelfodo Church
(distinguished by its striking illuminations) discovered at the D&by&n Monastery of

Lake Zway?>’

%6 Henze, “Lake Zeway: Southern ... ", p.38. Let 1 inch equates 2.54 centimeter.
57 Ibid., p. 37; Srgow, “Preservation ...", p.7.
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The manuscript was written during the reign of Emperor Dawit (r. 138221 42)it enshrines

the account of the lives of nineteen saiftSach section of the hagiography in the manuscript
begins with a carefully painted portrait of the saint whose life is described. Furthermore,
the heading of each section is highly ornamefitd@ecause of the high quality of the
manuscript, scholars who have been able to access it through the cooperation of the
ArchbishopAbunéa Luqas, regard it as an invaluable source for the study of medieval
Ethiopian iconography and paleograghy.

The manuscript was taken to Addis Ababa to be shown to Queen Elizabeth Il of England
on the occasion of her state visit to Ethiopia in 1§65t was also taken to Lagos, Nigeria,

in 1979, among 80 exhibits displayed at the festival of African Art. It, then, stood first in
the art contest due to its high quality and great age; and it won the golden cup for Efdiapia.

a third occasion in 1984 it was displayed at the National Library in Addis Ababa during
the celebration of the fanniversary of the Ethiopian Revolutith.

Another important manuscript which deserves particular attention from the above list is
Gadla Kaleb(Hagiography of Kaleb). It is the Vita of King Kaleb of AksGhwho spent

the twelve years prior to his death leading an ascetic life in the monastdrg énalewon,
northeast of Aksurff. The manuscript enshrines the account of the mighty naval expedition
of this devout Christian king to South Arabia, when the Christians of the country suffered
persecution under a Jewish governor. This manuscript belongs to the category of the most
endangered texts, such as @édla Qddusan®’

%8 «Gadla Qddusan,” (Lake Zeway Dab&byon Mamyam monastery); Henze, “LakeWay: Southern...” pp.
37-38; Srgow, “Preservation..” p.7.
%9 Gadla Qddusan,” (Lake Zeway Dabgeyon monastery), Explore the entire pagés; Zway....p.32; Er-
gaté-Qal, p.22; Henze, “Lake Zeway and its islands ...” p.80.

% See Fig. 4.2.
® sorgew, “Preservation ...” p.7; Henze, “Lakevay: Southern .."p.38.
2 Henze, “Lake Zeway: Southern ...", p.38.

63 YdZoway... p.32; Ergata Qal, p.22; Informants: Banté, Malaku, G/Masqal, Zarihun and Talafinos.
% Henze, “Lake Zeway: Southern...”,pp. 39-40.

8 “G4dl4 Kaléb,” (Lake Zeway D&bra Seyon Mareyam monastery)./

% SergewAncient and ..p. 143;AbaGorgoreyos, p.27.

7 YazZeway..p.32; Ergata—Qal, p.2hformants: Ibid., Abun&atna’él.
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Fig. 6.2. The beginning section of each hagiographgadla @ddusan
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Despite not mentioned in the above list, because only a few of its original pages have
been preservedVidshafa Henok (Book of Enoch) is another invaluable manuscript
unique to theayon Mawyam Church of Lake &vay. It was at this island monastery that

the surviving Ge’ez version of this manuscript was discovered for the first time after
centuries of disappearance from the Wétld.

The ’Aksumit version of some of the listed manuscripts, particuléégla Kaleband
Mashafa Henok’® may further testify to the validity of the popular tradition of the
transfer of the Holy Ark of the Covenant and other invaluable religious treasures from
Aksum to the island church of Lake Zeway during the years of destruction wrought by
Yodit.

Més/afa Gonzatwas endowed by Empress Zewuditu on the occasion of her official consecration
of the island Church as Monastery. It is in this manuscript that the Empress documented
the type and size of thessta gultwealth which she bequeathed to the officially newly
consecrated island monastery.

The other endowed manuscript from the list is one of the two bodWagfafa Qddases
(Book of liturgy). It was endowed bylamhor Hayla Mapyam, laterAbuné pegros the
martyr, during his period of service at the island monasteMamshor (Administrator)’*

Almost all of the manuscripts listed are bound with wooden and leather by the devoted
efforts of AbundLugas. Thus, these manuscripts are kept in a metal shelf donated by
Archbishop AbunéNatna’el.

2.3. CROSSES

The seven oldest crosses of the Latin Patéd4ygue found in the two churches Lake
Zoway: DabraSoyon Qaddost Maroyam andTadé&a Abrnham. Five of the crosses are
found in the former island monastery, while the remaining two are found in the later island
church” All of the seven crosses have long handles: five of them have rectangular rings
and two of them have a flat rectangular shape at their bases. Within the general designation
of Patée cross type, they can be further subdivided into two groups: four of them having
flared arms, while the arms of the remaining three are of lozenge %hape.

Two of the flared arm Patée crosses are found at the monastery of $a§bré they

seem to béatée crosses of the early period, probably dating from Aksumit times. This is
because their flared arms are very thin, unlike the wide flared arms of the other two
similar crosses found at the two island sacred places. This widening of the formerly thin
flared arms was a new modification introduced in the Patée cross production since the
late 14" century™

% Informants: Ibid.

9 Dane’él, p. 402.

"°See the two manuscripts at the island monastery.

" The attached note on the same manuscript.

"2 These are crosses whose arms expand outwards getting widened and extended from the arms’ intersection.
Mario Di Salvo,Crosses of Ethiopia: The Sign of Faith, Evolution and Fdkfilan: Skira editore S.P.A.
2006), p.23.

7 Informants: Ibid., only Malaku and G/Mésqél, also K/Maroyam and Kafani.

" See Fig. 1.3 and 1.4.

s Salvo, p.53.
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Fig. 6.3. The five Patée crosses at the monastery of Dgyén

The two Patée crosses (one flared arm and the other lozenge stiBgaégatAbroham
display a close similarity of shape as well as constituent raw materials to the remaining
three Patée crosses (one flared arm and the remaining two lozenge shaped) at the monastery
of DabraSoyon. his may be interpreted as proof of the prior existence of the above mentioned
two thin flared-arm Patée crosses of the island monaS$t@hey may have been brought

by Amhara Christian migrants of the™éentury, who remained in short term exile at the
island of Tad&a and hence, possibly gave some of the treasures they carried for
safekeeping to the island’s church before their departure to CElyci. This may
explain why the two Patée crosses[afi&a ’Abroham are relatively similar to the three
Patée crosses of the monastery of D&agon both in their shape and due to the raw
materials of which they are made. This conclusion may, in turn support the assumption
that the two slightly different flared arm Patée crosses of the island monastery are
remnants of the early religious treasures brought to the island together with the Holy Ark of the
Covenant, thereby further substantiating the ancient traditions

3 T

Fig. 6.4. The two Patée crosses at the church of

Tadé&*a Abreham

8 The two similar flared arm Patée crosses of the two island churches are made up of iron, while the lozenge
shape crosses are made up of silver. The two thin flared arm Patée crosses §éymibeie, however, made
up of only iron.
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There are also two large processional crosses relatively aged crosses in the large treasury
of theSoyon Mawyam Church of Dabr&syon. Both of them were endowed, one of them

by a person nameghiggasllase in 1920/217 the other by Empressiditu in 1921/22®

after her official consecration of the island church as monastery. Furthermore, the first
cross is made of bronze, while the second is of sifver.

(1) )

=

Fig. 6.5. The two large processional crosses crosses endov§gd@gssllase (No.1) and
Empress Zawditu (No.2) to the monastery of Dé&fséon
6.4. OTHERS

Apart from the above classified Holy Arks, manuscripts and crosses, there are other categories
of treasure at the great repository of 8wyon Mamyam Church of the Monastery of
DabraSsyon. Among the treasures to be noted are two old Awhig trays used to
present the Eucharist to the communicants) made of the same material apparentf/ silver.
They are believed to be among the early treasures brought to the island church by the
Christian migrants®!it is nevertheless difficult to distinguish to which of the two groups

of Christian migrants they should be attributed - the early Aksumits of theetfiury or

the later Amhara of the 18 century. The absence of sources throwing light on the issue
makes it difficult to determine.

Fig. 6.6. The two oldegtwds at the treasury of the monastery of DaSsgion

78 ..
Ibid.
7 Informants: Ibid., only Malaku and G/Misqal; “Ya ZewayDabrassyon Qddsst Manyam Gadamarikawi gorsa gss enna...”
% |bid.(Both sources).
& Informants: Ibid.
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The other important treasures to be noted under these various categories are endowments
of religious artifacts, these include thgons(book stand)Maq"amiya(staff) andArwe Bitr
(bishop’s processional crosses on a staff) which were endowed by Empwedisu
Mamhor Hayla Mapyam (the lateAbunépetros the martyf} and AbunaNatna'el (the

present Archbishop) respectivéfyThe Empress endowed tAéronsin 1918/1%° - two
years before her official consecration of the church as monastery.

Fig. 6.8. TheViadamiyaendowed biyl Fig. 6.9. ThéArwe Bert endowed bbunénNatna’el
HaylaMarsyam (the lateAbuné&pefros the martyr)

82 Ibid., Banté, Zarihun and Talafinos; The engraved script on the iron leg of the Book Stand.
83 Informants: Ibid.

8 bid., AbunaNatna’él

8 The engraved script on the iron leg of the Book Stand.
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3. The Conservation Effort and the General Problems

A few decades ago, many of the invaluable religious treasures described above were in
very bad condition because of the way they had been deposited in an old thatched church
for a long period of time. In particular most of the rare manuscripts were damaged by rain
dripping through the thatched roof. While others lost important pages due to poor management.
However, thanks to the important conservation measures undertaken by the two archbishops:
Abunélugas andAbunaNatna’él the treasures were saved from further deterioration.
AbunéLuqgas, through personal contacts with the Institute of Ethiopian Studies (IES)
Conservation Unit, facilitated the bounding of the rare manuscripts with wooden covers;
and placed all of the treasures in a newly built house. While his sucdgssog Natna’el,
constructed the current new building of the monastery of Didyén with a room serving

as museum at ground level. He then transferred all the treasures to this display area and
placed them in a metal shelf for better conservation and exhibition.

3F

Fig. 7.1. The manuscripts at the treasury of the monastery of &gl Maryam with their
wooden covers inside the standing box made of metal

Nevertheless, there are still limitations in the overall conservation effort and general management

of the Lake treasures:

1. The curators of the treasures are not trained professionals, but local clergymen.
Hence, the conservation methods are traditional, without clear prohibitions as far as
visitors are concerned. As a result, some of the illuminations and even the script of
the great manuscripts are fading away due to the intense flashlights of the visitors’
cameras, apart from the threat concerning the copyright of the treasures. Moreover,
there is no fixed entrance fee for both foreign and domestic tourists. Consequently,
the income of the Lake Churches and Monastery from the tourism industry is minimal.

2. The sacred site and its spiritual treasures have not been promoted well as tourist
destinations. Hence, it decreased the number of tourists visiting the area
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Conclusions and Recommendations

The treasures of the Lake Zeway churches and the monastery are composed largely of
Holy Arks and manuscripts, which are significant in number and rare types. Their preservation

in the island sacred places constitutes an important aspect of national efforts for the

maintenance and expansion of cultural and spiritual heritage. The patrimony of the Island

sacred places with their rare historical manuscripts and artifacts is notable as far as

Ethiopia is concerned and even on the level of the African continent.

The conservation and the overall management arrangements concerning the treasures are,
however, inadequate. Hence, the researcher would like to suggest the following solutions:

1. Either measure should be taken to ensure that the local clergy acting as curators
should receive appropriate training which would empower them to exercise their
function properly; or trained curators should be employed for the better management
of the sacred treasures. In line with this, there should be a clearly stated guideline for
visitors including a regular entrance fee with fixed amounts for both foreign and
domestic tourists using legal receipts.

2. Adequate efforts should be made to promote the treasures, and create awareness
concerning the cultural and spiritual significance of the holy sites. Seminars and
workshops should be arranged for both church administrators (ranging from the
Patriarchate Office down to the parish community) and concerned governmental and
non governmental institutions (including officials of the Ethiopian Authority for
Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritages, Oromia Culture and Tourism Bureau,
and the various tour operating organizations). Researchers should be encouraged to
conduct in depth study on the treasures, and their published research reports should
be efficiently communicated to the general public making use of mass media
(regional, national and international, TV and radio programs, news papers and magazines)
and heritage promoting websites.

Journal of Ethiopian Church Studies, No.3 (August 20@3}esearch Centre Mahibere Kidusan



